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ABSTRACT
A Study of the Performance Aesthetics in the Xi shan

Treatise on Guqin (Classical Chinese Harp)

CHEN WEN

The Xi Shan Treatise on Gugin (I%11%{) is an essay on the aesthetics of the
guqin, the classical Chinese zither (harp). It is a representative work on the
music of the literati, offering a comprehensive study of the aesthetics of guqin
music and performance practice in the context of its historical development
from the pre-Qin period until the early Qing. The Treatise discusses 24
criteria (kuang 1) for measuring aesthetic standards in guqin music, and is a
very important work in this field. This aim of this study is to examine the
aesthetic criteria underlying the discussion on guqin performance practice in
the Treatise, whilst at the same time looking at the value of the Treatise to
contemporary society as well as its relevance to current developments in the art

of the guqin.
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While there is already a fair number of studies of the Treatise, the present

study differs from existing ones in its emphasis on the application of the

aesthetic criteria in the work to performance practice. Most of the existing

studies are theoretical in nature. The present study on the other hand explores

the ramifications of the 24 aesthetic criteria set out in the 7Treatise for actual

performance practice. The study in effect looks at how the aesthetic standards

suggested by the Treatise may be realized from the standpoint of the player

This study discusses three aspects of the practical realization of the aesthetic

standards suggested by the Treatise: the technical, the emotional and the

imaginative. In addition to looking at practical aspects of technique like

fingering, the study will also discuss what the aesthetic principles in the

Treatise suggest about realization of mood and emotions and the deeper

imaginative landscape of a piece of guqgin music.

This dissertation concludes with a consideration of the significance and value

of the aesthetic principles set out the Treatise for traditional Chinese aesthetics

in the face of the influence of Western aesthetics on traditional Chinese culture

over the past 100 years.
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