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ABSTRACT

A STUDY OF SPATIAL NARRATIVE IN
CAO WEN XUAN’S NOVELS

Tan Sih Yong

Cao Wen Xuan is a shining jewel in the world of Chinese literature. He
is a scholar, a writer in both academic research and literary creation who is full
of uniqueness. This paper attempts to unravel the narrative space in novels of
Cao to explore the deeper meaning and value of his work and further grasp the

aesthetic connotation in his works.

This paper consists of an introduction, the main body, and conclusion
these three major components. The introduction explains briefly Cao 's life and
creation, reviews previous research results and describes the motivation, scope
and methodology . The main part of the paper is divided into four chapters.
The first chapter discusses Caos’ narrative of space that appear frequently. The
more representative form of space is divided into time-space , natural space
and social space.Chapter two further explores the spatial narrative function,
and analyzes its significance of worth writing . Cao fiction space exists not
only as a background , it embodied emotion, expressed the characters' inner
world , reflected the character’s traits and destiny and the ability of controlling
the flow of the story. The third chapter deliberates Cao’s technic of narrating

the story, which includes the choice of perspective, his imagery and the

relationship between space and time. The fourth chapter discusses the factors

v



affecting Cao’s style of space narrating, which is mainly caused by his
childhood experiences and his perspective towards literature. The epilogue
summarizes the discussion above. Cao’s fiction space is an important element
in the formation of his aesthetic style , the important ways of an author in

building the beauty of literature.

Keywords: Cao Wen Xuan , narrative space, narrative strategies, narrative

function
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