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THE STUDY ON YUN YO HUANG‘S AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WRITINGS

Abstract

In the history of Malaysian Chinese education, Yun Yo Huang’s effort and
contributions in the preserving the interest and development of Chinese education was
commendable. However not many people know that he was also a very influential writer

amongst the Malaysian Chinese writers between 1950s to 1990s.

Yun Yo Huang was born in China and graduated with a degree in Foreign Affairs
from the University of Chong Qing. He was sent to Malaya as a diplomat, but later
became a Headmaster in several local Chinese Independent schools. He had a passion for
writing and had written many autobiographical writings. Many of his work were
compiled and published into four series of autobiographical writings. Prior to his
retirement, he wrote more about his early days in China, stretching up to his life in
Malaya. He believed in sharing nothing but the truth about his life stories and many of his
writings consist of humanity elements and values. Due to his abundant knowledge in
Chinese philosophy and literature, he was able to quote many phrases and words of
wisdom in his writings. Thus, his ability to express ideas and feelings in his own ways, is

ndeed unique and interesting in his autobiographical writings.

After he retired and migrated to Canada, he concentrated on sharing the Gospel
and wrote many books on Christianity. In the later part of his life, he has written another
two books of autobiographical writings, sharing his reflections in life, his personal

convictions and his religious belief. His books therefore, reveals a lot about his
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compassion for the people around him. By reading carefully through his four
autobiographical writings, it reveals a deep sense of humanity which links up all the

unique characteristics of his work.

This research paper is done based on the four series of the autobiographical
writings of Yun Yo Huang, incorporating the theories and common characteristics of
Chinese biography and autobiography. By studying through the autobiographical writings
of Yun Yo Huang, understanding his life stories and his thoughts and aspirations, and
most important of all recognizing the unique characteristics of his work, one could also

appreciate the humanity values found as a result of this research.

This research paper is made up of a brief introduction followed by four main
sections of research analysis and the conclusion. The Introduction section includes a brief
description of Yun Yo Huang and his autobiographical writings, and states the motives of
choosing this research topic. It is followed by Section 1, which describes the objectives
of this research, the literature reviews , the research methodology , the overall research

structure and last but not least the meaning behind this study.

Section 2 consists of three parts, firstly giving a simple account of the personal
biodata of Yun Yo Huang, secondly introducing his literature writings and thirdly about

the topics of his autobiographical writings.

Section 3 is an analysis on the characteristics of Yun Yo Huang’s

autobiographical writings. This analysis is based on three aspects that is:
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1. The account of his life journey stretching from his early days in China, till his life

in Malaya as a school Headmaster.

2. His candid expressions and honest reflections of his personal life.

His ability to express ideas and thoughts through quotes and idioms, which is one

of the unique and interesting features in his autobiographical writings.

Section 4 is a study on the humanistic elements that exists in the autobiographical
writings of Yun Yo Huang. This section consists of two parts, the first part writes about
the “extended love” of Confucianism revealed in his writings, prior to his retirement. The
second part writes more about his Christian values and how it was reflected through his

autobiographical writings in his post retirement life.

Finally, the Conclusion gives an overall summary of the points of studies, and
provides some suggestions based on this autobiographical studies with the hope that more

research will be carried out in the near future.

Keywords: Yun Yo Huang, autobiographical writings, characteristics, humanism

Written by: Chen Keng Ling
(Malaysian Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature)

Supervised by : Dr Liau Ping Leng
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