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Abstract

Since Western Han Dynasty superseded Qin Dynasty and dominant China, Taoist
thinking has been used to govern the country. Later on, Emperor Wu of Han Dynasty has
changed to advocate Confucianism, and this allowed Confucianism to become the
mainstream thought of Western Han Dynasty. Since then, Confucianism have been
developing smoothly, gradually involved in politics, education, worship and other aspects.
The penetration of Confucianism in different aspects of human life is still greatly maintains
by Wang Mang after he seize the throne from Western Han Dynasty. Besides, he also
entrusting Confucians with heavy responsibility and carried out a lot of policies which
contain Confucianism thinking. Unfortunately, his reformation of politics failed, and he was
eventually killed by others. After Wang Mang’s dead, Liu Xiu seize the opportunity to
establish the Eastern Han Dynasty. Under his ruling, Eastern Han Dynasty continued to
follow Confucianism thought, and applied it in country social life. With the establishment of
Eastern Han Dynasty, Liu Xiu can no longer use violence to rule the country. While on the
other hand, the advocated of Confucianism policies are used to prove the regime’s legitimacy
of Eastern Han Dynasty. In general, Liu Xiu contribution to develop Confucianism was
rebuilt the Han Dynasty Imperial College, adding the Classics Doctorate to fourteen
Doctorate, and popularize the study of confucian classics. In view of Liu Xiu disagree with
Wang Mang’s regime and do not think himself as Zhou Gong, he abandon the Old Text
Confucianism and focuses only on New Text Confucianism. In between Zhou Gong and
Confucius, he decided just to worship Confucius in the official worship ceremony, and

canonized descendants of Confucius. Furthermore, he canceled the FuMing of Wang Mang,



and reserve the FuMing for himself to prove that he is the one and the only king. Finally,
divination studies had become an official study which used to consolidate the power of
government authority. Since Liu Xiu institutionalization Confucianism, the two emperors
after Liu Xiu, Emperor Ming and Emperor Zhang have also followed his footsteps and carry

on to maintain and promote Confucianism in the country.

Keywords: Emperor Liu Xiu, Confucian Classics, Sacrificial for Confucius, Divination
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