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Abstract

The Taiping Guang Ji is a collection of classical Chinese fiction written
before the Song Dynasty; while the Liaozhai Zhi Yi of the Qing Dynasty
represents the achievements in ideology and art skill of classical Chinese
fiction since the Wei and Jin Dynasties. The previous studies showed that the
Taiping Guang Ji influenced a lot in the writing of the Liaozhai Zhi Yi. The
authors of both Books expressed their ideas through their depiction of the
animals. Therefore, 1 would like to study the image of the animals in the

Taiping Guang Ji and the Liaozhai Zhi Yi.

Among all the animals, | target snake as my research topic. In China
mythology, both Nuwa and Fuxi were snakelike deities. They were siblings at
first and turning the relationship into marriage later. Then, they created the
world including human beings. Hence, there is a close relationship between the
snake and the human beings. Thus, I believe that the “Snake” has the value of

research.

In addition, snake represented dual expression of good and evil. They
also played a very important role in shaping the consciousness of the nation
and many other cultures. The snake was seen as an entitled of strength and
renewal by the ancients. They adored snakes as a regenerative power, but
snakes could also be evil and harmful. Thus, snakes became the mysterious

origins which can be found frequently in the classical Chinese fiction such as



the Taiping Guang Ji and the Liaozhai Zhi Yi. Besides, snake possesses
spirituality; it not only can cure illness, but also well in making prophecy.
Snake also closely attached with rain and eternity. My research is to study the
image of the snake in the Taiping Guang Ji and the Liaozhai Zhi Yi, and hence

to analyse the similarities and differences.

The first chapter is the preface, which includes research motivation,
purpose, scope of the study, results of previous studies and research methods.
The second chapter concentrates on analysing the snake image in the Taiping
Guang Ji. This chapter is divided into two sections: the first section is the
original image of the snake, which is classified as the nature of the snake, the

“divinity” of the snake and the "humanity" of the snake. The second section

is the illusion image of the snake, which is categorized as the transformation
from human to snake, from snake to human and also the transformation
between the snake and the objects. The third chapter is the analysis of the
snake image in the Liaozhai Zhi Yi. Similarly, this chapter is also divided into
two sections: the first section is the original image of the snake, which is also

divided into the nature of the snake, the “divinity” of the snake and the

"humanity" of the snake. The second section is the illusion image of the snake.
There are only two types of the illusion image of the snake here, that is the
transformation from snake to human and the transformation between the snake
and the objects. In Chapter 1V, | compare and analyze the similarities and
differences between these two books regarding the images of snake. The first
section is the similarities found in both the Taiping Guang Ji and the Liaozhai

Zhi Yi while the second section is the differences between the Taiping Guang

Vv



Ji and the Liaozhai Zhi Yi. Fifth chapter is the conclusion of the snake image in

the Taiping Guang Ji and the Liaozhai Zhi Yi.
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