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ABSTRACT

EMOTIONAL CONSTRUCTION OF THE BEAUTY OF SADNESS:
MELANCHOLY IMAGERY IN HOUZHU’S AND YIAN’S CI POETRY

CHIN WEE FUN

This paper conducts research concerning image comparisons, taking Houzhu and
Yian’s writings as the subjects of the study. At present, there is no specific discussion and
comprehensive elaboration on the “Melancholy” image comparison of the writings of the two
authors in the academic world. Even in the periodic journal articles, it is not at great length as
compared to other authors. Moreover, most of the research focuses on the Ci Poetry image of
individual writers separately. Therefore, there is still a relatively wide scope of investigation
left for the researchers on the image comparison of Houzhu and Yian. Thus, this paper has

great significance and necessity for investigation.

Besides focusing on the discussion of the definition, evolution and relation between
“sadness” and ‘“image”, this article also expresses comprehensively the specialtity, the
“compare and contrast” of the “Melancholy” image in Houzhu and Yian’s writings. This
dissertation consists of six chapters, namely the Introduction and the Conclusion, together
with four chapters on the Main Content. By selecting a series of writings from the early stage
and later stages of Houzhu and Yian respectively, the description of the “Melancholy” images
are investigated using a perspective of “Beauty of Sadness”, and it is further discussed and
compared. In the third, fourth and fifth chapter, analysis and criticism is performed based on
the “Melancholy” image of “Spring and Autumn”, “Water”, and “Scenery”, and the

comparison is discussed. The structure and order of the thesis is as follows:
iv



The first chapter which is the Introduction, mainly describes the research objectives,

literature reviews and research methodology.

The second chapter discusses the origin of “Sadness”. This chapter investigate the
definition of “Sadness”, “Melancholy” and “Image” from the Oriental and Western

perspective. The beauty concept of sadness literature is discussed.

The third chapter discusses the images of “Spring” and “Autumn”. The element of
“Spring Sadness” and “Autumn Sadness” in the writings of Houzhu and Yian is discussed.

Two to three Ci poetries are selected for the purpose of analysis and comparison.

The fourth chapter discusses the “Water” Images. It is subdivided into three sections,
namely “Rain”, “Tears” and “Liquor”, because these three “Water” images occur most
frequently in the writings of the two authors. Through the utilization of the “Melancholy”
image in the writings, the dreary background of both writers and the emotional feelings for
the loss of happiness is investigated. The writings from the later stage of both authors are

focused because these writings highlight their dreary backgrounds and lives experiences.

The fifth chapter addresses the “Scenery” Images. The images of the three artificial
scenery of “Curtain”, “Yard” and “Rail” are utilized to investigate Houzhu and Yian’s inner

feelings.

The last chapter is the Conclusion. It concludes the research findings from each
chapter. The relationship between the “Melancholy” images in the authors’ writings and the
literature of sadness beauty; together with the influence of their writings on modern scholars

and the academic world are concluded.

Keyword: Houzhu, Yian, Beauty of Sadness, Melancholy, Image
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MR EREAE BN, B, 2EH 2B WO A R AR A,
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L EH N FER)E, BE RIS IR TG LA R AP J5TH K

16



BEATERYE,  DAE AT DA A 3t HAH [ RAR S o

(—) HELBRIB (RXZESE, 2006: 161)
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T A B RIR IR &, HRZ 2 WK AS M B4 8. (B
AW, 2007: 137) Rk, “I67 WTLLBRH “OR7 AR, 2 R KIFRIE
BT, AT A B 7 AL R o 2 A8 BTEAE, it NPT <R

AR,

AR, R A E B R, AR NS NERE, e AR B
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g CERGEXN T AR RN, BB KRERATIIREA . BRI
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QB2 18, 1447/2005: 30) X HErEALMRIEREIK “m 7, “5g8” 5 “f
—EMAKE”, MH IR PE RO R, F SRR e S R
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Py AR, AT S R &R BAT R SR SO, MRt —A5e 5k
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, AN BRI, HE R R,
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ZREUR, TMAXA “ECR” SRR e A AT 4 Ry . XN, D)
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TRMIN WO, (MR, 1998: 646) ILSZAEVET, TRESIRTY
sy HEFERPOES SRS, FEMEE BT W7 KO, EAR G
AN ggE, MIXFAMEREIREBK 7302 “RUEASE” ThEE.

MKW RFTEVE . BT HRRIRA B ETD7 . RWEER. 5 E AR
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POCEE AR RiBAE — Fr i
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(LA« ALRED) = “JEEMAE, BRI R (D3] BEE, 1962: 1042)
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e SRR SAEU: “DORME g EBUA LR, o BRI

A, Pl

M}
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R R, R SC N EE RO AR, R RAdATT S B Sk 2 IR A A5 D) A
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OoBFIE <387 BRIR, BV ZAR R AR5,

el

ARG, H RN, RICEZEART BT ERILTE, B SEN
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81) AR A T R EIE OB, FINBN T CANE SRS “1L” &K,
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0 NHS I, T LA 4 DU 0 3 e B PRI €, T EL b B 5
TNKIFTARANFI— . B, e S0 EI e, <R RS
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AFEAE GRG0, ME LI 3] NSRS SE 21 1 XM 2T 4RI LI B 0o 4
Toabitis FHATR 1S RARRBUE AT b, R fE R — R Iz 38,

NB—E & A B S8 A FrEss, RIGER AR R UEE A
WA TAEBERS BTG EEMABIE N, EESPRAEIN . 853 R
T, BATRKI “R” FIE PR AR 2R WIKERER, 2 AEREZ 1
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ETHEE O R 1SR WA RKEATE . FIRM I, & TR
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B A RELLARBI RO S R —A) “ B NAERIRKKAR 7. Maaid: “ N4E, AH
VOB PR 2 MR, MOARANSE, BRI A B NSRRI . oK
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