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ABSTRACT

With Cao Cao’s poetry writing as the main attention, this dissertation intends
to discourse and study the relationship between Cao Cao’s poetry writings and the
literary evolution in Jian An periods (196-219 C.E.). This dissertation divides Jian An
period into three main stages, which are: (i) the 1*' Year of Jian An (196) to the 8" Year
of Jian An (203), (ii) the 9" Year of Jian An (204) to the 15™ Year of Jian An (210), and (iii)
the 16" Year of Jian An (211) to the 21 Year of Jian An (216). This division method is
based on the “Exploration Period”, the “Transition Period” and the “Establishment
Period” of the Five-Words Poem, which will assist in examining, analyzing,
differentiating and criticizing Cao Cao’s political activities during these certain periods,
thus allowing us to gain significant insights on the background and ideological thrust of
his poetry writing in these periods respectively. Besides, this dissertation will focus on
discussing the role of Cao Cao in both “Converging the Sound of Han” and “Initiating the

Resonance of Wei” before the 16" Year of Jian An.

The reason this dissertation focused on the 16" Year of Jian An as the milestone
of literary evolution in Jian An Period, is that during this year, Cao Cao’s eldest son, Cao
Pi had been promoted to the General of Wu Guan Zhong Lang, thus allowing him to
recruit renown poets as his literature attendances, thus marked the official
establishment of “Ye Xia Literary Group”, as well as the “Establishment Period” of Five-
Words Poem. The gathering and banquet life of these poets in the “Establishment
Period” is worth noticing, due to it significantly influences the style of writing and
literary trends of Jian An’s poets. If we trace further the source of success and prosperity
of Jian An’s literary achievements, it definitely starts from the stages provided and
efforts made by Cao Cao. Even though Cao Cao’s poetry writing marked only the first
stage of “Wei’s Resonance”, but his Four-Words Poems and Five-Words Poems are the
key factors for Jian An’s poems to surpass the nature of “Han’s Sound”, and developed
the aesthetic value of “Wei’s Resonance”. In other words, during the literary evolution
from “Han’s Sound” to “Wei’s Resonance”, poets begin to pay attention to the
importance of emotional expression, together with the polishing and simplification of

wording in their poetry writing. Therefore, this evolution proves Cao Cao’s poems



marked an important milestone in Chinese Poetry, in terms of format, theme, content,

ideology and aesthetic values.
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