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ABSTRACT

THE PIVOTABILITY OF CHEN SHOU’S RECORDS OF THE THREE
KINGDOMS IN THE TRANSFORMATION OF WESTERN JIN’S

HISTORIOGRAPHY

CHIN JING RU

Proceeding from the writing of Records of the Three Kingdoms, this dissertation
researches into the comprehensive historiographical thinking and concepts of Chen Shou (%:7)

under the sight of the transformation of Western Jin’s historiography, which will help further
understanding its’ pivotability on the historical writing of Three Kingdoms within both Western

Jin and Eastern Jin periods.

This dissertation aims firstly on the analysis of Chen Shou’s “Destiny View” (also known
as “the Mandate of Heaven™) and “the School of Ba Shu” (which means the School of Si Chuan
Province), in which Chen Shou belonged to. Due to geographical restrain of Si Chuan province
by mountains and cliffs, the academia of Si Chuan province is relatively isolated from the other
regions, thus allowing them to still practices the knowledge and learning of “Divination combined

with mystical Confucian philosophy”, which is prevalent during the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-

viii



220), while maintaining a close teacher-student relationship among themselves. Some of the
scholars from the School mentioned in the Records of Shu Kingdom (which is a part of the

Records of the Three Kingdoms) include Qiao Zhou (i), Du Qiong (1) and Zhou Qun (J#
), were the key to inspect their “Region Consciousness” and their philosophy of Divination.

This will help better understanding the relationship between Chen Shou’s Destiny View and his

historiographical thinking.

Based on the above analysis, this dissertation will then investigate how Chen Shou accept
and apply the Destiny View of “the School of Ba Shu” in the writing of Records of Three
Kingdoms. In connection with the stylistic rules and layout of the records, such as the difference
between the biographical format of “Ji” and “Zhuan”, as well as the appraisal and judgement by
the historian, this dissertation also discusses two common viewpoints among ancient and modern
scholars, which are “the Imperialization of Wei Kingdom and Derogatory of Shu Kingdom” and
“Veneration of Shu Kingdom and Derogatory of Wei Kingdom”, where some believes one of
these two concepts are the core representation of Chen Shou’s historiographic thinking.
Nonetheless, all the above are the entry points to researching the nature and quality of what Chen
Shou truly and firmly believe, which is the concept of “Recognition of the Legitimacy and

Orthodox of all Three Kingdoms™.

Last but not least, this dissertation will conduct a comparison between both versions of
Records of Shu Kingdom, written by Chen Shou and Wang Chong (T42) respectively, together
with Eastern Jin’s historian Sun Sheng’s (#)#&) Records of Similarities and Differences (“5% [F
1) and Chang Qu’s (7 #¥) Records of Huayang Kingdom (“#£[H [ ). The main focus of

this comparison is to research the differences on the perception towards “the causes of Shu

Kingdom’s downfall” and “judgement against Zhuge Liang (i% % +%) and his son Zhuge Zhan



(% & &) during both Western and Eastern Jin periods. This also corresponds to the changes in

their commentary and appraisal against Chen Shou’s historiographical thinking and standards.

By means of the discussions and analysis of the above three main aspects, the dissertation
comes to the conclusion that the formation of Chen Shou’s “Destiny View” and the difference of
its manifestation in Records of the Three Kingdoms, are one of the features of the evolution of
Western Jin’s historiography. The pivotability of this feature is that it inspires most historians
within both the Jin periods on how to write, rewrite, comment and judge the rise and downfall of
Three Kingdoms, as well as the success and failure of a historical figure. All these are inter-
related among each other, thus will also emphasize the uniqueness of their stands and standards

as a renowned historian through their own layout and format of their historical records.

Keywords: Chen Shou, Records of the Three Kingdoms, the Concept of Orthodox, Political

Influences towards Historiography, Western Jin’s Historiography, Destiny View
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