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ABSTRACT

Chu Hsi is another great thinker after Confucius in China. His view on “Wen”
and “Tao” is a comprehensive view compared with the earlier scholars. In his
point of view, he actually thinks that “Wen” and “Tao” is inter-related into four
levels of meaning and cannot be discussed separately. He brought foward the

theory of “Wen” come from “Tao”.

This dissertation is to find out the exact views of Chu Hsi’s towards literature.
No doubt Chu Hsi is a great Neo-Confucian thinker, at the same time, he is also a
good writer. He had quite a lot of literary creations such as poems and essays. He
had more than thousands of poems which worth for further discussion. His literary

creations are important guide for us to understand his views towards literature.

The dissertation will be more emphasize on Chu Hsi’s poems. It is divided
into five chapters. Chapter one is introduction. Chapter two is mainly about the
theory of Chu Hsi’s relation of “Wen” and “Tao”. Chapter three and chapter four
will be the analysis on the literary significance of Chu Hsi’s poem from both
perspective of contents and forms. The last chapter is the conclusion and some

suggestions for further study in the future.

Keywords: Chu Hsi, literature, Neo-Confucianism, viewpoints of Wen and Tao,

literary meaning
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