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ABSTRACT

THE ETHICAL THOUGHT OF THE HAN FEI ZI’S
LEGALISM

Tang Kow Hwa

The values of ethics are very much alive in the legalism studies of the Han
Fei Zi. The ethics consist of the relationships interaction between an ancient
Lord, Ministers, officials, and civilians. Some Han Fei Zi researcher did not
delve much into the morality aspect of legalism studies, in this thesis, the
mentioned subject is thoroughly studied and presented.

Firstly, the thesis will explain about the Han Fei Zi’s legalism. Secondly, the
values of ethics which abstracted from Han Fei Zi are explained as such, loving
kindness, respectfully, ritual and etiquette, loyalty, filial piety, straightforward,
rectitude, humiliation, honesty, credit, courage, frugal, tranquility and
peacefulness.

These ethics are deduced from the analysis of various fragments of the work
itself, as such, its meaning is unique and independent. These ethics are a set of
standards to be set as an example for people of diverse hierarchy in the ancient
society. In the work itself, the demands of such ethics, is to be implemented
from the top of the hierarchy in the society down to the civilians of the day. As
such, the model of the society which is based on Confucianism, Taoism, and
Mozism are vastly different in approaches and ideologies.

Therefore, the ideas of ethics among some researchers of the Han Fei Zi’s

legalism studies are nonexistent in the past. As such researchers would doubt



the existence of moral values in Han Fei Zi. Some more, Han Fei Zi itself also
criticize the moral values, leading to some researchers found that Han Fei Zi
only ignore the ideas of ethics.

In this research, the idea of ethics which presented in Han Fei Zi are largely
presented and discussed. This presenting thesis is of ethics which derived from
the Han Fei Zi.

Key Words: Legalism, Ethics, Han Fei Zi, Legalist
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