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Abstract

In the history of Chinese character, Chinese character has gone through
this huge consolidation reform “clericalization (7% libian)” , resulting in
official script generation , transitioning to these ancient text characters. Since, as

the Qinli “ancient scribe (3¢ guli)” and Hanli “bafen (J\43)” script division,
or with respect to the ancient scribe of ““jinli (%-38)” . Jiang Shanguo said ancient

scribe had been prototyped during the war period. Its passage from the end of
the Qin Dynasty to that of Han Dynasty ; and jinli its passage until the early
Eastern Han Dynasty to early Jin Dynasty, it is a direct evolution of the ancient

scribe .

As far as the origin of the official script is concerned, the scholars of the
past believe it began after Qin Shihuang unified the China. In recent decades,
the war period, Qin Dynasty and Han Dynasty unearthed a lot of written
material, which convinced the scholars that there is a new discovery compared
to the earlier research. Scholars such as Qiu Xigui, Tang Lan, Chen Zhaorong,
Zhao Pingan and other scholars conducted the ancient scribe scrutiny to earlier
generation time period. They came to conclusion that the ancient scribe should

have appeared before the Qin Dynasty was unified.

As these characters evolved into bafen, it extended to font characters in
“standard script (#% 15 Kaishu)” until stereotype. Every character has its own

special value of existence. Its unique position deserves recognition and attention.

This paper will be based its research on bamboo slips of Hubei Yunmeng
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Shuihudi from Qin Dynasty, bamboo silk of Hunan Changsha Mawangdui and
bamboo slips of Shandong Linyi Yinqueshan from Han Dynasty, in order to
clarify and analyze the characteristics of ancient scribe shape. For the extraction
of ancient scribe form, this research is mainly based on Shuihudi Qinjian wenzi
bian (1994) , Mawangdui Jianbo wenzi bian (2001) and Yinqueshan Hanjian

wenzi bian (2001) collection of form as to explore objects .

Sometimes, there are different forms of text evolution, because text is easy
to change in the resulting from the process of its evolvement. Tang Lan wrote
book Zhongguo wenzi xue to represent that “evolution” evolves through gradual
nature, unwitting innovation and the relationship between the environment
caused by a sudden changed —— the so-called “change/transformation”.
“Change/transformation” is severe change, form effects are obvious; Relatively,
the “evolution” evolves subtle, which seems negligible. This research will
formulate form, comparison form, it is intended to facilitate the evolution of

ancient scribe.

Regarding to the ancient scribe bud status, this research will intergrate the
opinion of the researchers, to be able to clearly sort out it. In addition, the
characteristics of ancient scribe form, this research will pass through to other
parts of the radical element analysis and induction, so that the evolution of
ancient scribe can be more significant; Whether overall form mixed, separate or
straight, etc.. This thesis concerns itself on the ancient scribe’s own evolution
and development process, and not limited to the explanation situation of the text
itself. Therefore, this thesis studies the ancient scribe form and overviews of its

transition.



This thesis is divided into five chapters :

The first chapter focuses research on motivation, scope, overviews of text
material selection and lists the results of previous research. The second chapter
is mainly for the origin of the “clerkly script (15 lishu)” for the inquiry.
Regarding the lishu and Cheng Miao, the period guli term appears and briefly
describe the evolution of guli. The third chapter analyzes the form of the bamboo
slips of Hubei Yunmeng Shuihudi from Qin Dynasty, bamboo silk of Hunan
Changsha Mawangdui and bamboo slips of Shandong Linyi Yinqueshan from
Han Dynasty, such as strokes and components changes. The fourth chapter
explores the evolution extent of the form to compare lishu with zhuanshu.
Through this chapter, we can understand the relationship between these two
characters. The fifth chapter is the thesis analysis and discussion of contents. At
the end, we will also have comprehensive brief of each chapter of analysis and

the final summary.

Key words :  ancient scribe / guli, clerkly script / lishu, bamboo slips of
Shuihudi from Qin Dynasty / Shuihudi Qinjian, bamboo silk of Mawangdui /
Mawangdui Jianbo, bamboo slips of Yingueshan from Han Dynasty /

Yingqueshan Hanjian
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