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ABSTRACT

At present, the National Education Policy of Malaysia places more emphasis
on intellectual education as compared to moral education. In order to nurture
students of good character and intellect, it must be noted that character development
and intellectual education needs to go hand-in-hand. Currently, “Di Zi Gui” is used as
teaching material for character development in many primary schools in Malaysia
with the aim of enhancing students' personal etiquette behavior and social norms.
Moreover, another popular choice used to promote moral values among children is
Venerable Cheng Yen’s “Aphorism” and becomes “Aphorism Teachings” in Taiwan
schools, however it has not seen widespread acceptance in Malaysia. Therefore, this
paper explores the childhood educational doctrine of Venerable Cheng Yen’s

“Aphorism”.

The first chapter presents objectives and values of research, scope of
research and problems faced, literature review, research methods, presentation
structure, history background of Venerable Cheng Yen and teaching material of
childhood “Aphorism”. Second chapter covers childhood educational doctrine, by
refering “Di Zi Gui” confucianism examples, arranged as “filial piety, cautious and
trustworthy, encourage love for all beings, learn from people with virtue and improve
cultural and spiritual life”. Since there is a lack of standardized syllabus of Venerable
Cheng Yen's "Aphorisms" for children and " Tzu Chi Di Zi Gui" which are commonly
taught to youths are considered as too ambiguous for children to understand,

therefore "Di Zi Gui" is used as basis to standardize "Jing Si Aphorism" for children.



The third chapter provides analysis of educational doctrine of Venerable
Cheng Yen's "Aphorisms" for children by using “Di Zi Gui Aphorisms”. Other children
related “Aphorism” teaching materials also includes "Children Aphorism”, "Comics
Aphorisms" and so forth. However, it does not have a unified structure nor core
values. Therefore, this chapter provides an insight to the values on childhood

educational doctrine of Venerable Cheng Yen's "Aphorisms" using "Di Zi Gui’'s

values such as “filial piety, etiquette, love, hard work™ as a basis of study.

The fourth chapter serves to provide an order of the values sequence of
Venerable Cheng Yen's "Aphorisms", such as “ diligence, etiquette, love, filial piety”
as its doctrine. This chapter also interpretes “Wu Liang Yi Jing” and “Fa Hua Jing” to

explore childhood Buddhism.

The fifth chapter concludes this thesis, and provides the conclusion of the use
of Venerable Cheng Yen's "Aphorisms" as an educational material for children. In
addition, this chapter explores the significance of Confucianism and Buddhism

children material and teachings. Finally, it is hoped that this study will help educators

to have a more in-depth understanding on Venerable Cheng Yen's "Aphorisms" as
an educational material for children, and by emphasizing on universal values, it is
hoped that this will be integrated in teaching syllabus to build children's character. It
is hoped that more research in other aspects of Venerable Cheng Yen's "Aphorisms"
can also be conducted.

Keywords: Venerable Cheng Yen, Aphorism, childhood educational , doctrine,

Buddhist value, Di Zi Gui
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