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Abstract

In the late Qing Dynasty, most of the Sangha were of inferior quality, while
Buddhists tended to burn incense and did not understand Buddhism, let the stereotype
of Buddhism to superstition. Between the end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning
of People’s Republic, a group of Buddhist and Sangha actively carried out Buddhism
reform to revitalise Buddhism, which led to modernisation of Buddhism education.
The Sangha with foresight also stepped out of the monasteries and preached
Buddhism through Buddhism magazines and into the crowd. The purposes of the
activities above were to guide Buddhism back to the orthodox path, as well as to
encourage people to understand and believe in Buddhist doctrine. Dharma Master
Chuk Mor (1913-2002) did not participate the above reform, but he was able to get
close to the important Buddhism reformer Dharma Master Taixu (1890-1947) and
Taixu's disciples owing to study in Buddhist College of Minnan. He also served as
Taixu dharma talks’ recorder twice, contacted the reform concepts of Taixu, and
actively promoted the Buddhist cultural and educational career after his arrival at
Malaya in 1954. As one of a handful knowledgeable Buddhist monks in Malaysia,
Chuk Mor is a key figure in promoting Buddhism to the way of intellectual. He was
diligent in preaching and writing, leaving a lot of words for the Buddhist community.
Meanwhile, Chuk Mor was also proficient in poetry, calligraphy and painting, thus
through the above media he attracted and guided the people from cultural and
educational circles, and general public to learn Buddhism. He also served as the first
president of the Malaysian Buddhist Association for 12 years, led to found Malaysian
Buddhist Institute and made effort to sustain it, so that local Buddhist community can

nurture Sangha and talents who can propagate dharma. This thesis is going to study
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the era of Chuk Mor, and his performance in promoting Buddhist culture and
education in Malaysia, to further sorted his contributions, principles and ideas in the

related fields.
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