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’ Hamartia: The error, frailty, mistaken judgment, or misstep through which the fortunes of the HERO
of a TRAGEDY are reserved. Hamartia may be the result of bad judgment, bad character, ignorance,
inherited weakness, accident, or any of many other possible causes.

8 Tragic flaw: The theory that there is a flaw, error, or defect in the tragic HERO that is the cause of his
or her downfall.
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