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Abstract

As a core component of Chinese education, the teaching and learning of
Chinese language in Malaysia has a rather integrated delivery system. In fact, the status
of Chinese teaching and learning is clearly stated in the country’s Education Acts.
But ironically in practice, the teaching and learning of Chinese language is weak indeed.
Many problems prevailed in the national secondary schools concerning Chinese
teaching and learning since independence have not even been solved. As Chinese
learning is a type of language learning which also acts as the medium of promoting
culture and carries the mission of Chinese people as a whole, it is natural that Chinese
teaching and learning in national secondary schools becomes the subject of concern for

all.

This study focuses on lower secondary as a research area as this is the
stage where it adjoins the Chinese education in primary schools and upper secondary
level in secondary schools. The success or failure of lower secondary learning in
Chinese language will have a tremendous impact on the upper secondary learning. This
research aims at studying the development of Chinese teaching and learning in lower
secondary education in Malaysia since the independence of our country. It also
identifies shortcomings and weaknesses that arose during this period and giving

suggestions of solving the problems in the future. It consists of six chapters.

Chapter 1 is the introduction whereby the aim and importance of this study
are explained. The results of this study serve the purpose of cross-examining the

progress and development of Chinese teaching and learning that has been going on



so far so that problems and limitations traced will be redressed towards betterment of

Chinese education.

Chapter 2 touches on the development of Chinese teaching and
learning in the historical context and discusses the nature of Chinese teaching and
learning and the development of teaching objectives of the language. This chapter
discusses the relationship between primary Chinese education and secondary Chinese
education which exists on the fact that it is the continuation of the former. It also brings
forth the historical factors which exert influence on the development of Chinese
teaching and learning in the country. The nature of first language teaching for Chinese
is also identified which is in accordance with the mission of the teaching of mother
tongue and needs of learning Chinese culture. Other than that, this chapter expounds on
the revision of the teaching objectives in the Chinese curriculum. In the very early times,
the teaching of Chinese focused on gaining knowledge. From 1988 onwards, it focused
mainly on learning the skills of the language itself, i.e. the skills of listening, speaking,
reading and writing. Yet, it shows that the teaching of the skills of listening and
speaking are not up to the level expected. This chapter serves to suggest measures taken
to really put into effect the learning of the two skills concerned. Besides, it suggests that
the teaching content must comprise of modern and old times materials in order to

achieve the objectives of Chinese education.

Chapter 3 introduces and discusses the contemporary teaching content of
the lower secondary Chinese language which depicts the comprehensive
learning of the skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing. However, it
shows that the content for teaching and learning of listening and speaking skills are

weak for all levels of lower secondary, whereas some contents are too much and diverse

vi



to the Remove Class pupils who are weak in their study. As for Form 1 to 3 pupils, this
amount of learning content is not compatible to the learning periods of only three or 120
minutes per week. A comparison between the old and new syllabus’s teaching materials
from textbooks shows that there are differences found due to the different needs of the
syllabi. Old textbooks emphasize on ethics and moral practice, learning of knowledge
and promoting Chinese culture, whereas textbooks that are based on new syllabus focus
on learning language skills. This chapter suggests ways to improve and strike a
balance in the compilation of teaching content in terms of quality so that it conforms
to the learning psychology of human nature and follows the ruling concept of learning
language skills and promoting humanity. As for teaching materials, an addition of
Chinese classics and modern Chinese writings is needed to promote cultural learning;

so are materials in the learning activity to reflect national identity and change of times.

Chapter 4 discusses the evaluation of Chinese learning being carried out in
schools and in the country. This study shows that only writing skills and knowledge on
Chinese language are included in the test or examination papers. Evaluation of skills in
reading, listening and speaking is left out. This type of evaluation is part of the
examination-oriented education system and does not reflect the actual learning of the
Chinese language. This chapter suggests that the revision of the evaluation content is
needed and evaluation of the skills of  listening, reading and speaking to be included

in future, with the inclusion of “school-based evaluation” as a complementary method.

Chapter 5 identifies and discusses the problems encountered in the process of
delivering Chinese learning and learning in the nation thus far. These problems include
serious shortage of qualified Chinese language teachers, lack of good teaching qualities

and positive thinking of teachers, lack of teaching time, the elective status of Chinese
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language in terms of examination, deviation of school administrators, the influence of
examination-oriented education system on the mindset of students, problems related to
after-school classes, lack of positive attitude in learning Chinese, the negative and
materialistic attitude of parents and so forth. These problems tend to complicate with
each other and make the teaching and learning of Chinese weak, less spirited and
difficult in the true nature. This chapter emphasizes that all parties concerned, including
Assistant Directors for Chinese language in the various State Education Departments,
Ministry of Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Curriculum Development
Division, school administrators, teachers, students and society at large should play
their respective role in order to upgrade the Chinese program and enrich the cultural

education of Malaysian Chinese effectively.

Chapter 6 concludes that there is ample room for improvement in the
teaching and learning of Chinese in lower secondary education in Malaysia as a
whole including the areas of formulating teaching objectives, teaching content and
materials and evaluation of the subject itself in line with the mission and the
transformation of Chinese education in this country. But the big challenge lies in the
fact that initiative and action are needed in full force to realize the teaching objectives in
the true sense, making classroom teaching and learning more effective and upgrading
action and functions of the various units of government ministries in the long run, until
then only will the Chinese education in lower secondary in government schools be

better.

Key words: Chinese Language teaching and learning, Chinese education, cultural

education.
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