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ABSTRACT

Chinese language has become one of the most developed languages in

the world. For many thousands of years, Chinese language has been used

widely among Chinese only, but due to the fact that China is a fast growing

country that made other races wanting to pick up the Chinese languages.

Chinese language has a very long history and the art of writing engaged by the

writers through thousands of years has enabled Chinese language to be

enriched with large amounts of vocabulary and various forms of phrases and

other expressions. One of them is stereotyped phrase that we call shuyu. Shuyu

consist chengyu (idioms), yanyu (proverbs), xiehouyu, guanyongyu, geyan

(maxims) and so on. However, the area of study in this research does not

include all the components of shuyu, but only confines to chengyu, yanyu and

xiehouyu.

Scholars in the past did study these three types of shuyu, but in my

personal opinion their studies are either focused on one individual type or

confined to certain aspects only, far from satisfactory. As such, | in this

particular research would like to examine and compare chengyu, yanyu and

xiehouyu together, to investigate their differences as well as similarities.



These three types of shuyu have their own structural characteristics and

semantic contents. Chengyu, yanyu and xiehouyu have been widely used by

the Chinese in their daily lives due to the fact that these stereotyped phrase

enhance the effectiveness of their expressions. Among the three, xiehouyu is

very unique for it only exists in Chinese language. You will not find it in other

languages such as English or French. The main purpose of this research is to

identify and differentiate the structure and format of these three types of shuyu.

In this thesis, | will begin my discussion firstly by providing a concise

definition of chengyu, yanyu and xiehouyu respectively. After that, 1 will

explore the origins and formations of these three types shuyu. Research on the

structure and format of these types of shuyu will constitute the next chapter. In

the last chapter, I will end up the thesis by giving a concise yet comprehensive

conclusion.
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