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Abstract

Eng Choon Yong Bee Tay Lineage in Malaysia:

Reconstruction and Development

The Eng Choon Yong Bee Tay Lineage is the group descendants of Zheng Xian Nu
(=F{'#¥) and its present 21 generation has its roots traced back to the Jin Tai era of the
Ming Dynasty. The Lineage was formed as the ancestral family split into smaller units,
known as “House” in the 3 generation, and further sub-units known as “Hall”. Halls are
affiliated to one another. Using the “Zhao Mu system” (ifi#2 2%%) which originated in the
Ming Dynasty, descendants of the Lineage identify their seniority and relationships with
one another through their names in spite of an expanding Lineage.

Being practitioners of communal living, the Lineage rooted itself to the land they worked
on and migration was rare. This practice facilitated wisdom and traditions being passed on
through generations. Nevertheless, gradual migration occurred when the land could no longer
accommodate population growth. As people relocated, new sub-clans were formed. Massive
migration occurred when the Lineage was faced with external threats and pull factors.

When the Opium War led to the disruption of public order in China, and, the British
Colonial Master in Malaya required a large pool of labour for their rubber plantations and tin

mines, there was an exodus of the Lineage’s population along the coastline of Fujian and

Vii



Guangdong to Malaya (now called Malaysia) (now called Malaysia). This exodus which began
in 1862 continued until the Communist Party came into power in Mainland China in 1949.

Most of the Lineage who settled in areas around Muar in the Malayan state Johor became
rubber tappers, small plantation owners and rubber film collectors. While some were forced to
return to mainland China for political reasons, those who remained assimilated into the local
community and dedicated themselves to its development. This was evident with members being
at the frontline of the anti-Japanese movement and the funding of Chinese primary schools.

Despite the Lineage’s cross-border separation, common cultural roots and religion
kept members of the Lineage united. Lineage temple “Jin Fong Gong” (E#l% =) and the
“Kongso” (Association) that served as structured organizations of the Lineage continued
to unite members and to inspire greater co-operation.

With improved bilateral relations between Malaysia and China, the implementation of
reforms in China and the relaxed visitation policy, Lineage members of both nations were
reconnected. Those members settled in Malaysia were provided the opportunity to understand
the history of the Lineage and to contribute to the land of their origin, marking a new chapter

for the Lineage.

Key Words : Lineage, Yong Bee Tay
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