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ABSTRACT

In 2011, the Ministry of Education stipulated that the new KSSR (Primary
School Standard Curriculum ) would replace the KBSR (Primary School New
Curriculum) syllabus for whole Malaysia Primary Chinese Schools which
has been adopted for 28 years. The conversion of new syllabus (KSSR) has
a significant impact in terms of theory and technical aspect such as
syllabus contents, activities and grammar, etc are required to be
compliance with new syllabus. Textbooks are a tool for teaching and
learning, and co-related with student learning and result. In this paper,
rhetoric analysis has been conducted between new and old syllabus,

analyses study of rhetoric quantity and quality factors and further

evaluation the compromise level of primary student .

The results of the study found that the new textbooks have more content
of rhetorical sentences and more comprehensive comparing to the old
textbooks of the East Malaysia and Peninsula textbooks. The rhetorical
sentences in the old and new versions of the lower level are mainly
composed of overlapping, repetition, comparison, interjection and
metaphorical rhetoriccal devices, which is align with the ability of
junior grade students to imitate and repeat learning. According to the

analysis results, the changes of rhetorical sentences between the old



and new textbooks rather minority, however the frequency of rhetorical
sentences in the new textbook is about 45% higher than the old textbook.
In higher level, the repetition, comparison, interjection and
metaphorical rhetorical devices of the old and new textbooks always in
the top ten ranking, which is align with the requirements of the old and

new syllabus.

Apparently, the frequency of rhetorical sentences in the new textbook is
much higher than old textbook in terms of different category of rhetoric.
The only drawback is that the rhetorical sentences in the new syllabus
are rather abstract and obscureness, it might affect students’
comprehensive. Finally, based on the research results, the thesis
provides some suggestions for the teachers, editors and future
researchers to improve the effectiveness of rhetorical teaching in local

Chinese classes.

Key Words : Malaysia , Chinese Primary Schools, Chinese Textbooks,

Rhetorical devices
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