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Abstract

The purpose of this thesis is to find out the relationship between*Intent” and
“Affective” of Early Tang and High Tang’s poetry by using eight books of Poetic
Selection by Tang Authors which were completed in Early Tang and High Tang. There
are total of six chapters of this thesis, Chapter 1 is the introduction of the research
motives and objectives, literature review, determination of the scope of the study,
research methods and the thesis structure. The Chapter 2 is to define the meaning of
“Intent” and “Affective”. The Chapter 3 discusses the changes and the relationship
between “Intent” and “Affective” from the pre-Qin dynasty to Tang dynasty in the
various ways. The Chapter 4 and Chapter 5 are the core discussion, with two books in
the Early Tang dynasty and six books in the High Tang dynasty, a total of eight books
of Poetic Selection by Tang Authors as the objects of research to study the
relationship of “Intent” and “Affective” of Early Tang dynasty and High Tang dynasty.
The Chapter 6 is a conclusion of the study and the future prospect of this research.

This research used the ancient lexicons, dictionaries and literatures as sources, to
study the definition of “Intent” and “Affective”, concluded that when the theory of
“poem with Intent” appears, the "poem" specifically refers to <<The Book of
Songs>>, or the incomplete poems recorded in the pre-Qin dynasty literatures. But
when comes to the theory of “poem with Affective”, the "poem" has pointed to the
style of poetry, these two meaning of “poem”are essentially different. Therefore, the
“poem with Intent” which referring to <<The Book of Songs>>, or the incomplete
poems recorded in the pre-Qin dynasty literatures, the language of poem is to express
the “Intent”, which contain the value-oriented thoughts, wills, memorization and
etcetera; however the “poem with Affective” which referring to the style of poetry, the
language of poem is to express the feelings of poet or the origin of the events. In the
pre-Qin dynasty, the poetic ideology first went through “poem to describe intent”, and

then Mencius's “interpret by knowing poet’s thought”. In this process, the status of



authors have gradually became important, while the Hsun-tzu from Late Warring
States purposed that “<<The Book of Songs>>describes It”, “It” means ‘“‘sage
remarks”, let the poem again covered by the Confucian thoughts, and that was
inherited by the<<Preface Major to Mao Poetry>> in Han dynasty, extended the "text
is roundabout admonish" theory. After that, the characteristics of poetry served as a
political means were prescribed. Poetry has a better development when it comes to the
Wei-Jin and Northern-Southern dynasty. Wei-Jin and Northern-Southern dynasty was
a literary consciousness period, this period of literature was free from the political
purposes, thus helps in developing its literary characteristics, and makes a great
difference of poetic style of Sui and Tang dynasties.

The acceptance of Tang dynasty's poetic thought of “Intent” and “Affective” was
different from the former dynasty. The Poetic Selection by Tang Authors preserved the
poetic style of that time, some of the editors has made a comment on selected poets
and poems, even in its “introduction”, “preface” and “note” and so on to explain the
purpose and the standards of poetry selection, clearly indicate the editors’ literary
ideas and stands, those are the important information for researching of Tang dynasty
poetry, therefore this research is to figure out the literary thoughts of that time
whether tends to “Intent” or “Affective” based on that. The study of the literary
thoughts of these eight books of Poetic Selection by Tang Authors, we could see a
rough development of poetry thoughts from Early Tang to High Tang dynasty, it is
first from “Affective” to “Intent” then “Affective” then again “Intent”. In the process
of variation, sometime the “Affective” more obvious, but in some other time “Intent”
IS more obvious, and sometime even both “Affective” and “Intent” mixed. Through
the development trend, we could understand that the different periods of Early Tang
dynasty and High Tang dynasty had different acceptance of “Intent” and “Affective”.
The reasons of the editors had different acceptance are due to the differ social
environment and poetry style at differ time, and that cause the editors had different
standards of poetry selection and poetry aesthetic. Throughout these eight books of
Poetic Selection by Tang Authors, they show the characteristics of poetic thoughts of
the Early Tang dynasty and High Tang dynasty truthfully, and through the reflection
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of “Affective” and “Intent” of these eight books of Poetic Selection by Tang Authors
will present us the other views of the evolution of poetic thoughts of Early Tang

dynasty and High Tang dynasty.
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