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ABSTRACT

A RHETORICAL STUDY ON FENG MENGLONG’S
SANYAN COLLECTIONS OF VERNACULAR STORIES

Lew Hoi Len

The non-linguistic research (mainly refer to literature and bibliology) on
Feng Menglong’s Sanyan has been blossomed these years. Yet, linguistic
studies of Sanyan still have a great room for more research. For the past
twenty years, in the linguistic studies of Sanyan, researches demonstrating an
unbalance in researched area which emphasis on syntactic and lexicological
research. There is still a big gap to be fulfilled in rhetorical and phonetic
research. This project is a rhetorical research, investigating through three
aspects, which are “lexicon”, “phrase” and “episode,” to portray the rhetorical
phenomenon of Feng Menglong’s Sanyan.

The love and sexual passion among men () and women (3 A\) are

one of the important segments in Feng Menglong’s Sanyan. Therefore, this
project will investigate the rhetorical characteristics of sexual passionate
writing, from the “lust of eyes” to the “lust of fresh,” exploring the
marketplace’s and sexual passionate lexicon used in Feng Menglong’s Sanyan,
who used to live in the marketplace circle and compose literature, tracing back
the root of the lexicon and comparing its functions in Sanyan, then we will
apply the theory of figure of speech (f&#&¢#%HEi£) to investigate the possible

rhetorical techniques of the lexicon been used in its initial stage of formation.



There are lexicons that first been used in Sanyan such as “H§3# J|,” and <A %%
/£7; that been integrated new meaning into the original meaning of the lexicon
used by predecessors, such as “FF )t and “f|#E”. In summary, the study of

lexical rhetoric in this project is, to certain degree after much research, the
integrational and generalized approach, contributing to the aesthetic domain of
the literature through the lens of rhetoric. This section is the study of rhetorical
phenomenon of Sanyan through the lexicon-aspect.

The portray (constitutional component) of women and men in Sanyan,
and the description of the scenes and plots of the “course of attraction” and the
“meeting of wit and beauty,” are one of Feng Menglong’s means to “awaken

the world” ( “EZ{H” : to educate people). This is the study of sexual rhetoric

in Sanyan through the phrase-aspect. This study demonstrates the techniques
of contextualization applied by Feng Menglong — permeating the norm of
language and literary rhetorical technique used by literatus (i.e. the elegant
language, rhyming poem) into the popular language of marketplace,
combining the aesthetic values of both elegance and popularity in Sanyan.
Feng Menglong initiates the idea of moralizing and educating function of
novel; as a result, the contents and materials used in Sanyan are
comprehensive. As how to have “order”, “variation”, “connection”, and at the
same time, able to “unify” the flow of thought of the plots as a complete whole,
the structure of the composition of each episode are very depend on the use of
various organizing techniques. Based on the various educating purposes of
Sanyan and by applying the theory of structure (FEi%22#112) to draw the
analytic structural diagram, which combining the content and form, of eight

episodes of Sanyan, this project shows that the structure of Sanyan is, on the

Vi



one hand, varied and diversified, on the other hand, unified in purpose of
educating (moralizing). Through the structural diagrams, this project can
enhance the ability and result of “reading” (appreciating Sanyan) and “writing”
(learning composes by imitating Sanyan). This section is the study of
rhetorical phenomenon of Sanyan through the episode-aspect.

This project is an interdisciplinary attempt, combining modern Chinese
lexicology, rhetoric, semantics and theory of structure, to provide another
dimension of rhetorical phenomenon of Sanyan through another angle. In the
study of lexicon-aspect rhetoric of Sanyan, this project shows the meaning of
lexicon through rational analysis of the formation of lexicon by applying

theory of figure of speech (i.e. “/E%” and “fit{JI\”). In the study of phrase-

aspect rhetoric, through the investigation of phrasal description of men,
women and sexual activities, this project provides two tables, the “Table of
Construct of Women and Men in Sanyan” and the “Table of the Writing of the
Lust of Fresh in Sanyan,” to demonstrate the techniques used upon these
subjects by Feng Menglong, showing its linguistic characteristic of integration
of elegance and popularity. In the study of episode-aspect rhetoric, this project,
which based on the structural analysis of eight episodes with various purposes
and contents, is a study of structure that moving from investigation of short-
length composition (poem and prose) to novel as genre.

This project broadens the multiple dimensions of rhetorical study (lexicon,
phrase, episode) of Feng Menglong’s Sanyan, collections of vernacular stories,

providing another approach of linguistic study of Sanyan.

Keyword: Sanyan, rhetoric, lexicon, phrase, structure.
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