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The Political Thought Of Du Dao Jian’s
Commentary On Taoist Wenzi

Abstract

Political science is a social science concerned with the theory and practice of
politics and the description and analysis of political systems and political behavior.
During ancient China, systematic political theory is yet to be found, but Confucius and
Taoism provide various perspectives about China’s political. Scholars do many
researches about Confucius’ political perspectives, but researches about Taoism’s
political perspectives and influences towards ancient China still remain low. Hence,
this dissertation focuses on a Taoist priest during end of Dynasty Song and beginning
of Dynasty Yuan named Du Dao Jian, elaborated his political thought in one of his
book called Tong Xuan Zhen Jing Zuan Yi. His political thought will be analyze
together with the historical background during his time. In short, Du Dao Jian’s main
political thought can be describes as learning the way of Dao, recruiting virtuous and
view of changing time. In the chapter of learning the way of Dao, discussion about
what is Dao, the reason to learn the way of Dao, the characteristics of Dao, how to
learn the way of Dao and etc will be the main concern. In the chapter of recruiting
virtuous, analysis about ideal working mode of emperor and officer, relationship
between emperor and officer, how to find virtuous, criteria of virtuous, do’s and don’ts
of emperor will be make. Last but not least, weakness and values of Du Dao Jian’s

political thought will be discussed.

Keywords: Dao, learning the way of Dao, recruiting virtuous
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