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Abstract

In mainstream schools, there is a lack of understanding, empathy, social acceptance, and
awareness in the issue of discriminatory behaviour among the mainstream students and
teachers towards the neurodiverse students. Thus, the present study used a mix methods
single-arm trial to examine the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program among Malaysian
adolescents’ knowledge, attitude, and behavioral intention towards neurodiverse students.
Thirty-six high school students aged between 13 and 17 with a mean age of 15 (SD = 1.3)
from Penang were recruited as the participants in this study through purposive sampling
method. Measures of knowledge, attitude, and behavioral intention were administered to all
participants at pre-test and post-test. An open-ended qualitative feedback was also collected
from the participants. The quantitative results of the current study indicated that there was a
significant increase in knowledge, sheltering subscale of Community Living Attitudes Scale-
Intellectual Disability (CLAS-ID) and behavioral intention at post-test, whereas there was no
significant difference in empowerment, exclusion, and similarity subscales of CLAS-ID. The
qualitative results indicated an increase in the majority of the adolescents’ knowledge, and an
improvement in the minority of the adolescents’ attitudes and behavioral intentions. Further
research is required to identify the potential impact of a longer duration of a neurodiversity
literacy program on the knowledge, attitudes, and behavioral intention of adolescents in

Malaysia.

Keywords: Neurodiversity, knowledge, attitude, empowerment, exclusion, sheltering,

similarity, behavioral intention
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Chapter 1

Introduction

Background of Study

Approximately one billion out of seven billion people in the world or 15% of the
world’s entire population is living with some kind of disability. Specifically, people who are
affected with severe disabilities ranged from 110 million to 190 million, which is nearly one-
fifth of the total world population (World Health Organization [WHO], 2018). The
prevalence of disability tends to be higher in developing countries. It has also become a
global public health concern, especially in developing countries, since it is almost impossible
to ignore the existence of people living with some form of disability (WHO, 2018), which
includes Malaysia. In Malaysia, there were a total number of 51520 children and adolescents
in the age range between 3 and 18 who were found to be affected by disabilities in 2016.
Among these children and adolescents, 38396 of them were found to have learning
disabilities (Jabatan Kebajikan Masyarakat, 2016), and it recorded the highest among all
other categories of disabilities. Hence, learning disability, or also known as neurodiversity in

the Malaysian context, is the main issue addressed in the current study.

At the global level, the United Nation (UN) has publicly declared that every child
should be entitled to receive equal educational opportunities without being discriminated
against in the mainstream education system (World Bank, 2019). It has successfully raised
the awareness of people around the world on the issue of inclusion practice, which is the
exercise of integrating children with disabilities into mainstream schools. Besides that, the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) also
encouraged the incorporation of people living with disabilities in society. The CRPD has also

emphasized the importance of international efforts and development in pointing out the rights
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of people with disabilities to the public. This is exemplified in one of the commitments
undertaken by the World Bank Group to hasten international action in including people with
disabilities within the mainstream education system in July 2018 during the Global Disability

Summit which was held in the United Kingdom (World Bank, 2019).

Based on World Bank (2019), the inclusion practice is important in helping to save
the cost of government and encouraging students with disabilities to complete their primary
education, but most importantly, it plays a major role in eliminating the issue of
discrimination. However, the implementation of inclusive education requires alteration in the
school systems. It may only be successful if the country made commitments during the
process of putting it into practice such as acquiring proper legislation, providing explicit
policy direction, developing a national plan of inclusion practice, setting up infrastructures,

and ensuring the capacity for execution (World Bank, 2019).

In order to ensure that children with disabilities are able to learn effectively in
mainstream schools, an inclusive learning environment would be more appropriate for them.
Thus, the inclusive education system may require alterations in the syllabus, teaching styles,
assessments, and examination systems (WHO, 2011). This is because all these factors impact
the efficiency and effectiveness of the learning experience of children with disabilities.
Therefore, these changes would need to be altered based on the condition of the students with
disabilities to help them in achieving their full potential in the classroom. In some cases,
additional support services such as special education teachers, classroom helpers, and therapy
services may be required by the children (WHO, 2011). In support of classroom helpers, the
“Peer Buddy Program” (PBP) has been shown to be successful in the inclusion of children
with disabilities in mainstream schools and the enhancement of accessibility of children with

disabilities to the general education curriculum. It is where a mainstream student will be
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paired up with Special Educational Needs (SEN) students to provide necessary assistance to

them (Ministry of Education [MOE], 2013).

An early example of research into PBP includes the inclusion of neurodiverse students
in mainstream schools (Staub, Spaulding, Peck, Galluci, & Schawartz, 1996). Overall, there
was a positive outcome found on using PBP to help neurodiverse students to exhibit growth
in several aspects. Over the past decade, the research in PBP has emphasized on the use of
PBP in helping neurodiverse students to adapt to the general education classrooms, focusing
on whether peer buddies can be trained to help neurodiverse students (Carter, Cushing, Clark,
& Kennedy, 2005). However, for multiple years, the needs of neurodiverse students were still
neglected, although more care and attention were needed by them (Pudaruth, Gunputh, &
Singh, 2017). In recent years, there has been a gradual increase amount of studies on PBP to
enhance social interaction and academic achievement (Adams, 2016; Algahtani & Murry,
2015; Carter et al., 2005; Foster, 2011; Hochman, Carter, Bottema-Beutel, Harvey, &
Gustafson, 2015; Staub et al., 1996). Thus far, previous research findings into PBP have been
consistent and have confirmed the effectiveness of PBP in increasing neurodiverse students’

social interaction and academic achievement.

In 1929, Malaysia started its very first special school for the blinds under the
collaboration of the Ministry of Social Welfare and members from the religious centers. The
preparation schemes for special education were then officially started up by the MOE in 1961.
During the 1980s and 1990s, there was a lack of expertise and technology in Malaysia in the
field of special education; thus, education professionals were sent overseas to gain more
understanding and skills about special needs education. Education professionals then made an
effort to modify the knowledge and skills learned to fit into Malaysia’s culture and practice.
Since then, inclusive education, along with provisions for neurodiverse students has been

launched in the past decade in the Malaysia Education Act 1996 (1998) (Zalizan & Manisah,
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2014). In recent years, the study of special needs education has also been initiated in
Malaysia, with financial help from the government in local universities. MOE, as well as the
Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development (MWFCD), are responsible for
providing education for students with SEN who are diagnosed with serious or multiple
disabilities. Children who are suffering from learning disabilities such as Down Syndrome,
mild Autism, developmental delays, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorders (ADHD), and
Specific Learning Disorder (SLD) will be positioned in the Learning Disabilities Programs in

mainstream schools (Zalizan & Manisah, 2014).

According to the Malaysia Education Act 1996, before implementing the Zero Reject
Policy in 2018, children with SEN who intended to register in a mainstream school were
screened through by a medical officer as well as an officer from MOE and MWFCD. The
purpose of this was to identify if the children were able to benefit from the national education
program along with the mainstream students. In the Malaysia Education Act 1996, it was
stated that children who were identified as being able to manage themselves independently
would be eligible to be registered into the mainstream school, whereas children who do not
have the ability to manage themselves independently will be situated in the Community-
Based Rehabilitation (CBR) centers (Zalizan & Manisah, 2014). Therefore, children with
severe disabilities who require the assistance or support of others in their daily life activities

may not be accepted into mainstream schools, which was rather unfair for them.

In mainstream schools which consist of both SEN and mainstream students, students
with SEN will not be placed permanently in the mainstream classroom as they will be
attending other classes in the special needs classroom within the school. Otherwise, a special
education teacher will enter the general education classroom to aid the students with SEN or
the class teacher to effectively educate them (Zalizan & Manisah, 2014). After the launch of

the Malaysia Education Act 1996, although students with SEN are now allowed to be
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educated in the national school together with the mainstream students, Malaysia is still
practicing exclusive education for many years. Owing to the beliefs and culture of exclusive
education practice as the most ideal way to educate SEN students; thus, the practice of
inclusive education in Malaysia has been recognized as a difficult move (Zalizan & Manisah,

2014).

In Malaysia, the three types of special education programs provided for special needs
children are ‘the Special Schools’, ‘the Special Education Integrated Program’ (SEIP), and
‘the Inclusive Program’ (MOE, 2004). As mentioned above, before enrolling into any of
these schools, students with SEN would need to undergo a screening test by the MOE and
MWEFDC to ensure the school that they attend to is suitable for them. A Special School, or
also known as Special Education School, is an exclusive educational practice as students with
SEN are placed in a school where they are set apart from the general education students
(MOE, 2004). Based on the Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2025, students who enter the
Special Education School are usually SEN students with low-functioning and an inability to
manage themselves independently. There are a total of 28 primary schools and five secondary
schools which are registered as Special Education School for children who are diagnosed

with hearing and visual impairment as well as learning disabilities (MOE, 2013).

On the other hand, SEIP is a national school that accepts students with SEN into the
learning environment in conjunction with mainstream students (MOE, 2004). Although they
are accepted into the mainstream school, they are situated in a different classroom than the
typically developing students. However, they still share the same facilities within the school
(MOE, 2004). As reported in the Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2015, SEIP takes in
SEN students who are functioning moderately in a fixed classroom in mainstream schools
(MOE, 2013). The Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2025 has indicated that there are a

greater number of SEIP than Special Education Schools. As of now, there are a total number
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of 1315 primary schools and 738 secondary schools that are implementing the SEIP in which

specific classes will be dedicated to students with SEN (MOE, 2013).

Besides that, another program provided by the Malaysian government is the Inclusive
Education Program (IEP). The MOE has been strongly encouraging all mainstream schools to
implement the IEP. The IEP is where students with SEN will enrol in the mainstream schools
together with the typically developing students in the same classroom setting (MOE, 2004).
As outlined in the Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2015, IEP is a program that is attended
by SEN students with high functioning and the ability to manage themselves independently.
IEP usually only involves about one to five students with SEN in the mainstream classrooms

together with the typically developing students (MOE, 2013).

In 2008, the Persons with Disabilities Act (2008) was established and made effective
in Malaysia to protect the person with disability rights. This act included several statements
that addressed the rights of people with disabilities such as being able to access to public
facilities, equipment, and services. Besides that, people with disabilities should have the right
to have the opportunity for education and cultural life. The act also protected the person with
disability rights in terms of providing them the opportunity to enjoy sports and entertainment.
It also stressed on the services that have protection towards their physical health, daily
functioning skills, and mental health (Person with Disabilities Act, 2008). Particularly
focusing on the rights of the person with disabilities on having access to education, the MOE
has established a policy to protect this particular right for them. The MOE Malaysia, dated on
2018 December 26 and in the circular letter KPM. 100-6/1/25 Jld. 13(16), has established the
Zero Reject Policy. It is in line with the statement by the Minister of Education Malaysia, Dr.
Maszlee Malik, that all children, regardless of typically developing children or special needs
children will be given equal opportunities to access to the same education. The principals of

all mainstream schools are required to accept all students with SEN upon online registration.
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Not only that, school authorities also have to take the responsibility to ensure that they meet
the needs of the students with SEN. Lastly, teachers are also required to plan and implement

an individual educational plan for all students with SEN (Shaari, 2018).

Problem Statement

According to the Malaysia Education Blueprint 2013-2025, the Ministry aims to
provide SEN students a chance to pursue formal education which is appropriate to their needs.
Therefore, inclusive programs have been implemented in mainstream schools for many years,
yet the inclusion programs were recorded to have only 6% of students with SEN. A possible
reason for this may be the inability of general schools to evaluate or baseline their inclusive
education programs, and thus have uncertainties about where they stand or the ways to
improve (MOE, 2013). It was also found that SEN children were struggling in the learning
environment of mainstream schools which were inappropriate in fulfilling their needs and
they were unable to obtain sufficient and necessary interventions to minimize their deficits
and to enhance their potential (Peters, 2010). Although the Ministry has established a
customized curriculum for students who are blind or deaf, it is still insufficient to support
students with learning disabilities (MOE, 2013). Therefore, the MOE seemed rather unwilling
to implement a teacher aid program to help children with SEN in mainstream schools

(National Early Childhood Intervention Council [NECIC], 2013).

Moreover, there is a lack of awareness in the issue of discriminatory behavior and
social acceptance among the public towards students with SEN. In mainstream schools,
general education students and teachers have inadequate understanding and empathy towards
students with SEN (MOE, 2013). With respect to this, the results of a past study have

indicated that children who suffer from behavioral, mental, and intellectual difficulties had a
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higher tendency to be criticized and stigmatized by others as compared to children who suffer
from physical difficulties. The family members of neurodiverse students also tend to scold
them, whereas the community members tend to physically beat them (Moore & Bedford,
2017). Children with learning or behavior difficulties were reported to be treated cruelly and
unpleasantly by the community, siblings, and peers. The occurrences of mistreatment in
children with disabilities are due to the fact that they are unable to avoid being mistreated,
therefore seemed like an easy target. People who have negative beliefs about individuals with
disabilities such as ‘obnoxious’ or ‘insulting’ also tend to have the belief that it is reasonable

to bully them (Moore & Bedford, 2017).

In addition, it was found that there was a lack of interaction between the SEN students
and the general education students (Zuki & Rahman, 2016). In another past study, the results
indicated that students with SEN only had greater interaction with the general education
students in an academic context, which did not help SEN students to build up social
relationships that are required for a broad social setting. This is because the implementation
of programs to improve the academic skills of children are more focused in general education
classrooms, instead of their experiences, emotions, and social life. Hence, these major aspects
which are important to the SEN children, are neglected in the general education classrooms

(Adams, 2016).

Significance of Study

The current study aspires to play a part in this growing area of research by examining
the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on the knowledge, attitude, and behavioral

intention of typically developing students towards special needs students in Malaysia.
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According to the United Nations (2015), the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG)
consist of 17 goals to make the world and earth a better place for all through the actions of
ending poverty, protecting the planet, and ensuring that all individuals live a peaceful and
wealthy life by 2030. The fourth goal of SDG appeals for an education of equal quality and
lifelong learning opportunities to be provided to all, including those with disabilities.
Specifically, goal 4.5 aims to put an end to the gender differences in education and to make
sure that all people, including those with disabilities, have equal access to education and
vocational training, regardless of the level of education. Furthermore, goal 4.A also aims to
establish and improve education facilities sensitive to the needs of children, disabilities and
gender as well as to provide an effective learning environment that is free from any harm or
violence and is inclusive for all people (United Nations, 2015). Hence, the current study is in

line with goals 4.5 and 4.A of the SDG.

In the practice of including children with disabilities into mainstream schools, the
MOE (2013) has recently contributed to implementing this action plan by introducing a plan
to enhance the awareness of the public to move towards a society that promotes the full
inclusion of people with disabilities. It also plans to increase the awareness of service
providers to enable various organizations or agents to cooperate and to utilize various
resources efficiently in the promotion of social inclusion of individuals with disabilities/
intellectual disabilities. For example, the "Inclusive Education Program™ is an educational
program for students with special educational needs which is attended by special needs
students along with other students in the same class at government aid schools has been
launched (MOE, 2013). The purpose of this is to ensure that special education needs students
to have equal opportunity as the typically developing students to receive education in
mainstream schools. Another notable example of the contribution which is done by the MOE

is the initiation of a pilot scheme to implement a buddy club, or also known as the PBP as
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mentioned above, in preschools, primary schools, secondary schools, or as an activity after
school with the involvement of the community. The government also plans to carry out a
training program for educators in community centers to aid the students with SEN (MOE,
2013). However, the MOE has not executed the PBP plan. Thus, the current study may
contribute to or accelerate the action of the government in executing the plan to run the PBP

in mainstream schools in Malaysia.

In addition, recent research has indicated that parents of children with learning
disabilities have been found to experience a high level of stress, and this may, in turn, cause
them to have a higher tendency to develop illnesses caused by stress and a lower capability to
take care of their children (Siti et al., 2017). In this case, with the assistance of peer buddies
in mainstream schools to help neurodiverse students in adapting to the general education
classroom, it may help to reduce the burden and the stress level of their parents, since the

neurodiverse students are well-treated or well-adapted to the general education classroom.

Research Objectives

The objectives of the current study are:

1. To examine the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on Malaysian adolescents’

knowledge.

2. To examine the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on Malaysian adolescents’

attitudes.

3. To examine the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on Malaysian adolescents’

behavioral intention.
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4. To examine what did Malaysian adolescents learn from the neurodiversity literacy program

based on their qualitative feedback.

Research Questions

The research questions of the current study are:

1. What are the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on Malaysian adolescents’

knowledge?

2. What are the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on Malaysian adolescents’

attitudes?

3. What are the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on Malaysian adolescents’

behavioral intention?

4. What did the Malaysian adolescents learn from the neurodiversity literacy program based

on their qualitative feedback?

Research Hypotheses

The research hypotheses of the current study are:

Research hypothesis 1:

Ho: There is no significant difference in knowledge among the participants between pre-test

and post-test.

Hi: There is a significant difference in knowledge among the participants between pre-test

and post-test.
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Research hypothesis 2:

Ho: There is no significant difference in attitude among the participants between pre-test and

post-test.

H1: There is a significant difference in attitude among the participants between pre-test and

post-test.

Research hypothesis 3:

Ho: There is no significant difference in behavioral intention among the participants between

pre-test and post-test.

H1: There is a significant difference in behavioral intention among the participants between

pre-test and post-test.

Conceptual and Operational Definition

Disability. Disability is an umbrella term to define individuals as being impaired,
limited to activities and restricted to participation. Individuals who have health problems like
cerebral palsy, Down Syndrome, and depression also tend to experience personal and
environmental issues such as inaccessibility to transport and public buildings as well as

restricted social support (WHO, 2018).

Special education needs. According to the Malaysia law, SEN has been officially
defined in 1996 when the Education Act has taken its effect. SEN can be used to refer to
students who are diagnosed with visual, hearing or speech disabilities, physical disabilities,

and learning disabilities (The Government of Malaysia’s Official Portal, n.d.).
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Learning disabilities. Learning difficulties or learning disabilities is defined as an
individual who is diagnosed with Down Syndrome, Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD),

ADHD, mild mental retardation, and SLD (Ministry of Education Official Portal, 2011).

Neurodiversity. Neurodiversity can be described as an unusual neurodevelopment of
an individual. It is considered as a common difference in human beings and it should be
accepted and respected equally as other common differences found in each human being
(Griffin & Pollak, 2009). The concept of neurodiversity is mainly related to ASD, ADHD,

and SLD such as Dyslexia, Dyscalculia, and Dyspraxia (Jaarsma & Weilin, 2011).

Inclusive education. The Inclusive Education System is an education that is provided
to all students regardless of their abilities or requirements without discrimination at all levels
of education such as from pre-school to tertiary level education, technical and life-long
learning (United Nations Children’s Fund [UNICEF], 2017). It does not merely represent the
practice of including neurodiverse students into mainstream schools but is a process of
acknowledging the neurodiverse students by encouraging them to participate in the class and
minimizing the practice of exclusive education (United Nations Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization [UNESCOQ], 2007).

Neurodiversity literacy program. Neurodiversity literacy program is an intervention
program that aims to introduce the concept of neurodiversity to adolescents. It is developed
for adolescents with the main objective to increase their knowledge of neurodiversity and
changing or improving their attitude as well as behavioral intention towards neurodiverse
students. The effectiveness of the neurodiversity literacy program is measured by using the
Intellectual Disability Literacy Scale (IDLS) and the Community Living Attitudes Scale-

Intellectual Disability.
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Knowledge. Knowledge can be used to refer to the knowledge of intellectual
disabilities which measures the amount of one’s understanding of people with intellectual
disabilities (McManus, Feyes, & Saucier, 2010). The operational definition of knowledge can
be defined as adolescents’ understanding of the general symptoms and potential causes of
intellectual disabilities (Blundell, Potts, & Scior, 2015). The knowledge of mainstream
students on neurodiversity is measured by the IDLS which includes the causal beliefs to

intellectual disabilities (Scior & Furnham, 2011).

Attitude. The term ‘attitude’ is multidimensional and encompasses affective,
behavioral, and cognitive components (Diamond, Hestenes, Carpenter, & Innes, 1997). Prior
studies have noted that attitude can predict behavior (Holtz & Tessman, 2007). In the studies
of neurodiversity literacy, the affective dimension refers to the feelings of mainstream
students towards neurodiverse students, the behavioral dimension refers to the intentions of
mainstream students to interact with neurodiverse students, and the cognitive dimension
refers to the beliefs of mainstream students about neurodiverse students (Campbell, 2006).
However, some studies argued that attitude and behavior should be separated as they are two
different components (Ajzen & Fishbein, 1980) and there is no connection between them
(Swaim & Morgan, 2001). The operational definition of attitude refers to the attitudes
towards the acceptance of students with intellectual disabilities into the usual environment
together with the mainstream students. The attitudes of mainstream students are measured by
using the CLAS-ID. It includes four subscales, namely empowerment, exclusion, sheltering,

and similarity (Henry, Keys, & Jopp, 1999).

Behavioral intention. Behavioral intention has been used to describe the practice of
mainstream students towards neurodiverse students, which was assessed by the willingness of
mainstream students to participate in social activities and academic activities with the

neurodiverse students in school (Gus, 2000; Holtz & Tessman, 2007; Mavropoulou &
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Sideridis, 2014; Swaim & Morgan, 2001). The operational definition of behavioral intention
can be used to refer to the adolescents' willingness to engage in social interactions with
students with intellectual disabilities. The behavioral intention of the adolescents is measured
by using the vignette technique in the IDLS in terms of their willingness to have contact with

neurodiverse students (Scior & Furnham, 2011).
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Chapter 2

Literature Review

The implementation of inclusive education in previous decades has changed the social
environment of neurodiverse students (Gus, 2000). Instead of being educated in special
schools, neurodiverse students are now able to learn in the same environment as mainstream
students. Although the inclusion of neurodiverse students in mainstream schools has brought
advantages for them, stereotype against neurodiverse students has also long been an issue for
the past decades (Bless & Amrein, 1992; Gash & Coffey, 1995). For example, the general
public is often unfriendly and inconsiderate towards children with special needs, and they
also have stereotypical reactions towards them. Therefore, children with special needs are
often being stigmatized by the general public due to their lack of knowledge of neurodiversity,
which influenced mainstream students to react similarly by having negative attitudes and
behaviors towards neurodiverse students; hence, causing them to be misunderstood and less
accepted by mainstream students upon first contact (Gray, 1993). Awareness of stereotype
towards students with special needs is not recent, since the knowledge, attitude, and
behavioral intention (KAB) of typically developing students have been studied in the early
1990s to measure their level of KAB towards neurodiverse students. An important finding
was that mainstream students who had sufficient knowledge about neurodiverse students
were those who have heard of certain disorders. They also showed a negative attitude and
behavior towards them (Brown, Ouellete-Kuntz, Lysaght, & Burge, 2011; Campbell &
Barger, 2011). With respect to this, there was a need for an intervention program to improve
these three aspects. A considerable body of literature has been published on using
intervention programs to foster KAB among mainstream students (de Boer, Pijl, Minnaert, &
Post, 2014; Gus, 2000; Holtz & Tessman, 2007; Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014; Swaim &

Morgan, 2001). The majority of studies on KAB have been quantitative and adopted a survey
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method, while two studies were based on a mixed-methods such as using survey and open-
ended questionnaires (Gus, 2000; Brown et al., 2011). All participants in the previous studies
involved kindergarten, primary, or high school students. In general, previous research
findings into intervention programs to enhance KAB have been consistent and effective to
improve mainstream students” KAB towards neurodiverse students (Campbell & Burger,

2011).

Theoretical Framework

Theory of Planned Behavior. The Theory of Planned Behavior (Ajzen, 1985) is an
extension of the Theory of Reasoned Action by including beliefs about an object and
opportunities for carrying out a particular behavior. The Theory of Planned Behavior
proposed that there are three different factors of behavioral intention, namely attitude,

subjective norm, and perceived behavioral control.

First, attitude can be referred to the extent to which an individual adopts a positive or
negative evaluation of a particular behavior. Based on the Theory of Planned Behavior, the
second determinant of behavioral intention, which is a subjective norm, is related to the social
aspect. It is used to refer to the individual’s appraisal of the social pressure to determine
whether or not the behavior should be performed. Perceived behavioral control, which is the
third factor of behavioral intention, refers to the extent to which an individual evaluates the
behavior to be easy or difficult to perform. It is influenced by the previous experience of the

individual and anticipated challenges (Ajzen, 1991).

The Theory of Planned Behavior suggested that knowledge and beliefs can be used to
form attitude, which in turn leads to the prediction of behavior. Thus, in order to change the

attitude and behavior of an individual, new information about a thing, behavior, problem, or
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situation should be involved and exposed to the individual to bring about change (Fishbein &
Ajzen, 1975). It is postulated that the more information people have about an object and the
more opportunities people have in order to carry out the behavior, the more likely they will

perceive the behavior as easier to be performed (Ajzen, 1985).

Generally, if people possess a positive attitude and subjective norm towards a
behavior, and they have more control over their behavior, they will have a stronger intention
to carry out the behavior after being thought about it. However, it is not necessary that in all
situations these three factors will predict the behavioral intention of all individuals. In some
situations, attitude was found to have the most significant impact on behavioral intentions,
whereas in some cases, attitude and perceived behavioral control can be used to explain a
person’s behavioral intentions. Thus, whether or not these three factors are able to predict a

person’s behavioral intention differs across behaviors and circumstances (Ajzen, 1991).

In summary, an individual’s knowledge may predict attitude, which in turn predicts
behavior. Therefore, in order to alter a person’s attitude and behavior, new information about
an object, person or event can be exposed to the person to increase his or her knowledge,

which may lead to a change in attitude and behavior.
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Figure 2.1. Theoretical framework of theory of planned behavior.

Knowledge of Mainstream Students on Neurodiversity

In Campbell and Barger (2011)’s study, it was suggested that inaccurate beliefs and
assumptions about Autism of mainstream students contributed to the rejection of students
with Autism. One reason for this is that they may inaccurately assume students with Autism
who usually find it hard to look at others to be rude or lack interest (Campbell & Barger,
2011). Specifically, they refer knowledge of Autism in terms of the cause, development,
symptoms, and contagiousness of Autism. Thus, assessment on the mainstream students’
knowledge level on Autism can be used to determine the possible areas of false information,
which is useful for the development of interventions to increase the knowledge of Autism

among them.
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In a cross-sectional study that measured the knowledge of mainstream students, it was
found that students who had more knowledge about Autism were those who were aware of it.
Most of the students were aware of the causes and development of Autism, and whether or
not Autism is contagious. Besides that, more than half of the students were also aware of the
fact that students with Autism find it hard to look at others. What is surprising is that there
were still a small number of students who believed that Autism was not a chronic disorder,
was not related to brain-based etiology, and was contagious. However, mainstream students’
awareness and knowledge of Autism were found to be different across schools as it greatly
depended on the extent to which schools supported the notion of inclusive education

(Campbell & Barger, 2011).

Attitudes of Mainstream Students on Neurodiversity

As noted by de Boer et al. (2014), the acceptance of mainstream students towards
neurodiverse students greatly depended on their attitudes. Several definitions of attitude have
been proposed. Although there are differences of opinion in defining the term, there seems to
be an agreement that the attitude of mainstream students is important in determining whether

they would accept neurodiverse students (de Boer et al., 2014).

Many of the studies since the 1993 emphasized that mainstream students had a
positive attitude towards neurodiverse students (Bossaert, Colpin, Pijl, & Petry, 2011,
McDougall, DeWit, King, Miller, & Killip, 2004), especially typically developing female
students (Townsend, Wilton, & Vakilirad, 1993; Wieczorek, Sadziak, & Matczak, 2019). For
example, they were more willing to accept and provide help to neurodiverse students. One
reason for this is due to the efforts of the school in providing opportunities to integrate

neurodiverse students within the school environment; hence, mainstream students held more
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positive attitudes towards them (Townsend et al., 1993). In general, although the mainstream
students showed a positive attitude towards the neurodiverse students in the majority of the
past studies, Lee & Shin (2019) concluded that there was still a slight number of typically
developing students who had very or exceptionally negative attitudes towards the special
needs students despite that they were aware of neurodiversity. Therefore, there is a need to
implement a more meaningful and standardized intervention program to improve the attitudes

of mainstream students.

Behavioral Intention of Mainstream Students on Neurodiversity

According to Nikolaraizi and de Rebekiel (2002), the attitudes of typically developing
students may predict their behaviors towards students with special education needs. It
encompasses social interaction and social engagement (Brown et al., 2011). Neurodiverse
students who were placed in the general education classroom usually only communicate with
other neurodiverse students or remain isolated. Their interactions with mainstream students
tend to be short and surface (Dore, Dion, Wagner, & Brunet, 2002). They also do not feel
belonged, safe, and accepted as compared to mainstream students, since they tend to feel
lonely and isolated. In addition, they are more likely to view other students as being unkind to
them and have more conflict with others at school (Hogan, McLellan, & Bauman, 2000).
Based on the contact theory, mainstream students who contact with neurodiverse students can
reduce their stereotype against neurodiverse students, thereby improving their attitudes and
behaviors (Cummins & Lau 2003; Krajewski & Flaherty, 2000; Krajewski & Hyde 2000).
Contact between mainstream students and neurodiverse students must be purposeful and
positive for the interaction to be positive (Brown et al., 2011). Therefore, in order for the

inclusion of neurodiverse students into mainstream schools to be successful, it is important to
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improve mainstream students’ behavioral intentions to enhance the interaction between

mainstream students and neurodiverse students.

Previous research has found that it was possible for mainstream students to have
feelings of social politeness towards neurodiverse students; however, they may not feel
comfortable to build and maintain a close friendship with neurodiverse students (Nikolaraizi
& de Rebekiel, 2002). This result is similar to a study that found out that mainstream students
were more comfortable with interacting with neurodiverse students in activities that allowed a
social distance between them. The difference in the common interest and level of functioning
between mainstream students and neurodiverse students are two key factors in influencing
mainstream students to resist any forms of interactions with neurodiverse students. Moreover,
they also felt a greater responsibility was required to take care of the neurodiverse students.
For example, when a mainstream student and a neurodiverse student are paired together to
work on a class task, the mainstream student may undermine the ability of neurodiverse

students’ ability to complete the class task (Brown et al., 2011).

Effects of Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Knowledge of Mainstream Students

Packer (2005) suggested that knowledge is important to be included as part of the
intervention program because peer rejection may occur due to the lack of knowledge on
neurodiversity. Therefore, expanding mainstream students’ knowledge is essential to reduce
their feeling of fear and dissimilarity, and to promote empathy towards neurodiverse students
to prevent the occurrence of social rejection (Holtz & Tessman, 2007). Based on the
behavioral change theory, an individual’s knowledge and beliefs may form one’s attitude,
which in turn predicts the person’s behavior. Hence, the intervention program on expanding

mainstream students’ knowledge on neurodiversity may help to change their inappropriate
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attitude towards neurodiverse students (Fishbein & Ajzen, 1975). Previous research has
established that although the intervention carried out to expand mainstream students’
knowledge was indeed brief, it successfully reduced their stigma towards students with
Tourette Syndrome (Holtz & Tessman, 2007). Overall, the results indicated that intervention
programs were effective in disseminating the knowledge to the mainstream students, which in

turn increased their knowledge of neurodiverse students.

Past study has indicated that students with Autism were unfairly stereotyped by
mainstream students who had no idea of ASD as “slow and simple”; hence, they rejected by
others (Gus, 2000). With regard to this, intervention programs were carried out to increase the
knowledge of mainstream students about neurodiversity. The effectiveness of the intervention
program was evidenced in a study by Swaim and Morgan (2001) which found out that
children were able to differentiate peers who were portraying autistic behavior if they have
increased knowledge about neurodiversity. The effect of the intervention program on
mainstream students’ knowledge about neurodiversity is similar to those reported by Gus
(2000) in which children were able to be more aware of people with different characteristics
in their surroundings. Besides that, several studies have also shown that mainstream students
who had prior awareness or contact with neurodiverse students were able to gain more
knowledge through an intervention program as compared to those who had no prior
awareness or contact with neurodiverse students (Holtz & Tessman, 2007; Mavropoulou &
Sideridis, 2014). Prior studies also indicated that there was no grade or age difference in the
increase of knowledge through an intervention program (Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014).
The most surprising aspect of the qualitative result was that one of the participants showed
interested in knowing more about ASD (Gus, 2000). Therefore, considering all these

evidence, it seems that the intervention program did not merely help in increasing the
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knowledge of mainstream students towards neurodiverse students, but also motivated them to

learn more about neurodiversity.

Effects of a Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Attitude of Mainstream Students

The inclusion practices in schools without appropriate support may risk neurodiverse
students to face negative attitudes from the mainstream students (Friedrich, Morgan, &
Devine, 1996). Therefore, the attitudes of mainstream students need to be improved through

intervention programs, to successfully implement inclusion policy.

The effectiveness of the intervention on mainstream students’ attitudes towards
neurodiverse students has been exemplified in previous studies. Mainstream students
generally showed more positive attitudes towards neurodiverse students after the intervention,
typically students with Autism (de Boer et al., 2014; Gus, 2000; Holtz & Tessman, 2007;
Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014). Intervention such as a discussion on Autism among the
mainstream students was effective enough to improve their attitude towards neurodiverse
students such as being more tolerant, understanding, supportive, accepting (Gus, 2000), and
empathetic (Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014) over time towards neurodiverse students.
However, it was found that mainstream students who had contact with neurodiverse students

would have more empathy towards them (Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014).

In contrast to earlier findings, however, some intervention programs were not
effective to bring a change in the attitudes of mainstream students. Areas where major
differences were found include younger mainstream students (Swaim & Morgan, 2011) and
boys held more negative attitudes towards neurodiverse students over time (de Boer et al.,
2014). Although the intervention did not succeed in improving the attitudes of mainstream

students towards neurodiverse students, surprisingly, in a previous study on comparing
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whether mainstream students had more negative attitudes towards students with intellectual
disabilities, physical disabilities, or intellectual and physical disabilities, it was found that
elementary mainstream students’ attitudes towards those with intellectual disabilities or
intellectual and physical disabilities were more negative as compared to those with physical

disabilities (de Boer et al., 2014).

Effects of a Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Behavioral Intention of Mainstream

Students

In Mavropoulou and Sideridis (2014)’s study, the neurodiversity literacy program has
benefited the typically developing students of all ages and genders similarly in terms of their
behavioral intentions towards the special needs students. Although being included in
mainstream classrooms, many neurodiverse students will only either interact with other
neurodiverse students or withdraw themselves from the mainstream students. This was due to
the fact that students with special needs might have felt embarrassed and anxious as they
were not being understood and accepted by others; therefore, to prevent themselves from
being bullied by the mainstream students they were more likely to distance themselves from
the mainstream students (Prestia, 2003). A previous study has established that mainstream
students’ behavioral intention should be guided through as they tended to have less
communication, behave differently, or focus on a narrow set of topics with neurodiverse
students who use the Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) for
communication (Carter, 2013). Therefore, there is a need to guide mainstream students in

behaving appropriately to neurodiverse students.

Previous findings found in several studies showed that the intervention program to

guide behavioral intention had a positive effect on mainstream students. Studies showed that
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mainstream students who were in touch with Autism students portray a more positive
behavioral intention towards them (Gus, 2000; Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014; Swaim &
Morgan, 2001). This was evident in the case of mainstream students who started to interact
and communicate with the Autism students in an appropriate way which made them felt

accepted by their peers through constant engagement in social activities (Gus, 2000).

Together, these studies indicated that the neurodiversity literacy program may be able
to help the mainstream students to improve their KAB towards neurodiverse students by

encouraging the engagement of social and classroom activities with each other.

The overall strengths of these literature are they consisted of different research
methods to collect data such as using survey method to assess the effects of an intervention
program on the knowledge and attitude of mainstream students as well as interview method to
explore the underlying causes of behavioral intentions of mainstream students towards the
neurodiverse students. Not only that, these literature also consisted of quantitative and
qualitative research studies. Hence, the findings of quantitative research studies were able to
generalize to the larger population by proving statistical analysis and findings whereas the
findings of qualitative research studies were able to study more in-depth on the underlying
causes of behavioral intentions through interviews. Besides that, most of the literature also

focused on Autism; thus, a greater amount of information on Autism can be obtained.

The overall weaknesses of these literature are first, there is not a standardized
intervention program to enhance the KAB of mainstream students. Second, the behavioral
intention measured in past studies may not be accurate as well, since it is measured using

questionnaires.

It is unfortunate that the intervention programs in the majority of the past studies only

focused on one of the aspects among KAB of mainstream students towards neurodiverse
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students. For example, interventions that focused on the knowledge aspect may help to
increase mainstream students’ knowledge of neurodiversity. However, their attitude and
behavior towards neurodiverse students may not be assessed. Thus, even if the knowledge of
mainstream students has successfully improved through intervention program, their attitude
and behavioral intention towards neurodiverse students were still unpredictable as it was not
being assessed. Furthermore, there was also a lack of research on neurodiversity in general as
past studies mainly focused on one particular disorder. For instance, most of the past studies
focused on Autism as the cases of Autism has been increasing throughout the years, which

has been a global concerning issue (Ting, Lee, Low, Chia, & Chua, 2014).

Conceptual Framework

The current study has adopted the Theory of Planned Behavior (Ajzen, 1985) to
enhance the KAB of adolescents towards neurodiverse students. According to the Theory of
Planned Behavior, the behavior of an individual can be improved through a change in the
attitude in terms of their beliefs towards an object or event, which is caused by an increase in
knowledge or information towards the object or event (Fishbein & Ajzen, 1975). Therefore, a
neurodiversity literacy program was developed and implemented to improve adolescents'

KAB towards neurodiverse students.
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Figure 2.2. The conceptual framework of theory.
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Chapter 3

Methodology

Research Design

The current study adopted a mixed-methods single-arm trial research design to
evaluate the effectiveness of a neurodiversity literacy program on Malaysian adolescents’
knowledge, attitude, and behavioral intention towards neurodiverse students. A pretest-
posttest experimental design was used as the quantitative method for data collection, whereas
handwritten feedback of the participants was used as the qualitative data in the present study.
Self-report questionnaires were administered to the participants before the experimental
treatment at pre-test, and after the experimental treatment at post-test. A single-arm trial
approach was used to acquire preliminary evidence of the effectiveness of the treatment
(Evans, 2010). Participants’ written feedback about the neurodiversity literacy program were

also collected at the end of the program.

Research Sample

The current study used a non-probability sampling method to select the participants,
or more specifically, a purposive sampling method. A total of 36 high school students aged
between 13 and 17 with a mean age of 15 (SD = 1.3) were recruited for this study. The rules
of thumb suggested that the ideal number of sample size for a pilot trial includes at least 30

participants or more (Browne, 1995; Torgerson & Torgerson, 2008).

The participants of the present study involved prefects, peer helpers, class monitors
and student leaders from Chung Ling Private High School, Penang. The reason why high

school students were chosen as the target participants in this study was due to the reason that
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high school settings are more achievement-oriented and have a greater class size as well as a
higher expectation on students’ academic performance. Therefore, peer interaction between
general education students and neurodiverse students are neglected (Carter et al., 2005), since
itis less likely to be emphasized in high school settings. During the transition period to
adolescence, a more highly developed social skills are required to be mastered by adolescents;
however, it is also during this period that neurodiverse students experience difficulties in
making new friends or maintaining friendships (Matheson, Olsen, & Weisner, 2007; Tipton,

Christensen, & Blacher, 2013).

Moreover, Penang was selected as the location of the current study due to the reason
that among all the states in Malaysia, Penang is the second-highest state in having
neurodiverse students who are involved in the inclusive education program, with a total
number of 313 students (Data.gov.my, 2018). It also represents 12% of Chinese students with

learning disabilities in Penang (Jabatan Kebajikan Masyarakat, 2016).

Besides that, there also exist two very important social problems within Chung Ling
Private High School which were identified by the teachers, such as a lack of social interaction
and bullying between mainstream students and neurodiverse students. Hence, an intervention
program to improve the current condition of students in Chung Ling Private High School was

requested by the school.
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Table 3.1

Participants Demographic by Sex and Age

Males Females
Age
13 1 3
14 4 5
15 1 2
16 3 11
17 0 6

Intervention

A neurodiversity literacy program was conducted for the participants. The
neurodiversity literacy program included nine activities that were developed and
accommodated from multiple online sources. The activities included perspective-taking
activity, sensory overload obstacle activity, multiple intelligence model activity, anti-bullying
activity, obstacle overcoming activity, video-viewing activity, 3R activity, and reflection
session. The two-hour program was conducted for two days from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. at Chung
Ling Private High School, Penang. A more detailed description of the activities of the

program is shown in Table 3.2.
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Table 3.2.
Protocol Contents for Each Activity
Number Description Duration
1 An ice-breaking session was conducted to warm-up 15 minutes
the participants for the program, to separate them
into seven groups through ice breaker games, and to
allow them to get to know each other.
2 Perspective-taking activity was conducted to convey 25 minutes
each person’s brain is structured differently;
therefore, leads to different perspectives in seeing
things and there is no right or wrong in these
differences.
3 Sensory overload obstacle activity was conducted to 15 minutes
let students experience how sensory overload feels
like for people who are neurodiverse.
4 Multiple intelligence model activity was conducted 30 minutes
to convey each person has their strengths and
weaknesses and these differences should be
acknowledged.
5 An anti-bullying activity was conducted to enhance 20 minutes
student’s empathy by allowing them to experience
how helplessness, being bullied, and loneliness
feels like.
6 Obstacle overcoming activity was conducted to 45 minutes

promote tolerance, helping behavior and empathy

among students.
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7 A video-viewing session was conducted to provide 10 minutes
information regarding symptoms of ADHD and

ways to assist people with ADHD.

8 3R (Regulate, Relate, Reason) activity was conducted 45 minutes
to teach students the appropriate ways of helping

people who are neurodiverse.

9 Reflection session was conducted to allow students 10 minutes
to share their experience and thoughts about

the neurodiversity literacy program.

Research Procedures

This study was approved by the UTAR Scientific and Ethical Review Committee

(SERC).

Recruitment of participants. E-flyers which contained information about the
neurodiversity literacy program were designed and sent via email to the school. The school
counsellor printed the e-flyers and distributed it to the prefects, peer helpers, class monitors,

and student leaders.

Consent. Parental consent and youth assent forms were distributed to the prefects,
peer helpers, class monitors, and student leaders who were interested in and agreed to

participate in the neurodiversity literacy program.

Pre-test measurement. Participants were required to complete a set of self-report
questionnaires which consisted of a demographic questionnaire, Knowledge of Autism

(KOA), Intellectual Disability Literacy Scale (IDLS), and the Community Living Attitude
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Scale-Intellectual Disability (CLAS-ID) before conducting the two-hour neurodiversity

literacy program. Participants were given 15 to 20 minutes to complete the questionnaires.

Neurodiversity literacy program. Participants went through a two-hour training
program that involved a series of activities on enhancing their knowledge, attitude, and

behavioral intention towards individuals who are neurodiverse for two days.

Post-test measurement. After the training program, participants were required to
complete the self-report questionnaire which consisted of the KOA, IDLS, and CLAS-ID.

Participants were also given 15 to 20 minutes to complete the questionnaires.

Qualitative feedback. At the end of the neurodiversity literacy program, participants
were given ten minutes to write down their experiences and thoughts about the program on a

piece of paper. After that, it was collected from all participants as qualitative data.

Outcome Measures

Demographic Questionnaire. A demographic questionnaire was used to gather the

students’ information such as their name, age, and gender.

Knowledge of Autism (KOA). The Knowledge of Autism (KOA) scale was designed
by (Campbell & Barger, 2011). It was designed to measure the participants’ knowledge
regarding the cause, development, sign, and contagiousness of autism. This questionnaire was
used among high school students. The KOA scale was not developed and was only used in
Campbell and Barger’s (2011) study. It consists of ten items in which participants are
required to answer true or false. Participants will be given one point for every correct answer

and the total score can be obtained by summing up the points for every correct answer. There



EFFECTS OF A NEURODIVERSITY LITERACY PROGRAM 35

are a total of five items in which the correct answers are ‘false’, such as “If someone has
autism, it only lasts for about a week” and “Autism does not affect a person’s brain”. On the
other hand, the correct answers for the remaining five items are ‘true’, such as “Students with
autism often have a difficult time looking at other people” and “Students with autism
sometimes repeat what is said to them”. The Cronbach’s alpha for KOA in the previous study
was .47, which indicated a low internal consistency due to a small number of items and
dichotomous scoring, unlike others which are scored by a Likert scale (Campbell & Barger,
2011). The Cronbach’s alpha for KOA in the current study was .47, which was similar to

Campbell and Barger (2011)’s study.

Community Living Attitude Scale-Intellectual Disability (CLAS-ID). The CLAS-
ID was developed by (Henry, Keys, & Jopp, 1999) and was used to assess participants’
attitudes to the social inclusion of individuals with intellectual disabilities. The scale consists
of 17 items from the original 40-item version with four subscales, namely empowerment,
exclusion, sheltering, and similarity. Empowerment refers to participants’ view of individuals
with intellectual disabilities in terms of their ability to have the freedom of choice in making
decisions that may influence their lives. Exclusion refers to participants’ desire to isolate
individuals with intellectual disabilities from society. Sheltering refers to participants’ view
that individuals with intellectual disabilities need others to assist them in their daily lives and
to protect them from the dangers of life in society. Similarity refers to participants’ view that
individuals with intellectual disabilities are very much alike to oneself, and share the same

goals and rights in their lives.

The items in CLAS-ID are rated on a 6-point Likert scale ranging from 1 to 6 in
which 1 indicates “Disagree Strongly” and 6 indicates “Agree Strongly”. The items 1, 2, and

12 need to be reversed. The total score of “empowerment” can be obtained by calculating the
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mean of items 1R, 2R, 3, 4, and 5. The total score of “exclusion” can be obtained by
calculating the mean of items 7, 8, 9, and 10. The total score of “sheltering” can be obtained
by calculating the mean of items 6, 11, 16, and 17. The total score of “similarity” can be
obtained by calculating the mean of items 12R, 13, 14, and 15. If participants score higher on
the subscales of empowerment and similarity, it indicates that they have more inclusion
friendly attitudes towards individuals with intellectual disabilities. On the other hand, if
participants score higher on the subscales of exclusion and sheltering, it indicates that they
have less inclusion friendly attitudes towards individuals with intellectual disabilities. An
example of the empowerment, exclusion, sheltering, and similarity subscales is “People with
learning disabilities can plan meetings and conferences without assistance from others”,
“People who have learning disabilities are a burden on society”, “People with learning
disabilities should live in sheltered facilities because of the dangers of life in the community”,
and “People with learning disabilities do not need to make choices about the things they will
do each day” respectively. Besides that, an example of the reverse-scored item is “People

with learning disabilities should not be allowed to marry and have children”.

The Cronbach’s alpha for each subscale of CLAS-ID was .75, .78, .64, and .79 for
empowerment, exclusion, sheltering, and similarity respectively, which indicated a moderate
to good internal consistency (Wilson & Scior, 2015). In the current study, the Cronbach’s
alpha for each subscale of CLAS-ID was .70, .57, -.21, .71 for empowerment, exclusion,
sheltering, and similarity respectively. With respect to the Cronbach’s alpha of the sheltering
subscale, the negative value may be due to the reason that the high school students were
unable to grasp the meaning of one of the items in the sheltering subscale of CLAS-ID. For
example, item six in CLAS-ID is “Sheltered workshops for people with learning disabilities
are essential”. The term “sheltered workshops™ is related to work, and it may be irrelevant to

high school students. Hence, the meaning of the term may be ambiguous to them, which may
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explain the low and negative value of the Cronbach’s alpha for the sheltering subscale in the
current study. It was noted that alpha may take a negative value if an item has negative
discrimination (Cho & Kim, 2015). The 17-item CLAS-ID is a reliable version of the original
40-item version since it is highly correlated with scores originated from the 40-item
Community Living Attitudes Scale-Mental Retardation (CLAS-MR) (Henry, Keys, & Jopp,
1999). In the current study, the definition and the term “learning disabilities” was modified to

“neurodiversity” or “neurodiverse”.

Intellectual Disability Literacy Scale (IDLS). The Intellectual Disability Literacy
Scale was developed by (Scior & Furnham, 2011). It was used to assess the general public’s
knowledge, beliefs, and social distance about intellectual disability, and is suitable for use
across different cultures. The questionnaire consists of a vignette that contains a
diagnostically unlabelled case story that portrays a person who meets the diagnostic criteria
for intellectual disability (American Psychiatric Association, 2013). Also, the questionnaire
consists of five sections, namely recognition of the situation portrayed in the vignette, causal
and intervention beliefs of participants, social distance, contact, and socio-demographic
characteristics of participants. However, in the current study, only the social distance section
was used to measure participants’ behavioral intention towards neurodiverse students, since

other sections of the IDLS were not relevant.

The social distance section of IDLS contains four statements. Examples of these
statements include “I would be happy to move next door to someone like James™ and “I
would be happy to make friends with someone like him”. However, several adaptations to
these statements were made in the present study, such as “I would be happy to move next
door to someone who is neurodiverse” and “I would be happy to make friends with someone

like them”. Participants were asked to respond to the statements by rating their willingness to
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have social contact with people who are neurodiverse by using a 7-point Likert scale ranging
from 1 to 7 in which 1 indicates “Disagree Strongly” and 7 indicates “Agree Strongly”. Social
distance can be scored by calculating the mean of the four items in which lower scores

indicate an increased desire for social distance.

The social distance section of IDLS showed a good internal consistency (« = .87)
(Scior & Furnham, 2011). The reliability of the four social distance items was also examined
across different ethnic groups and showed good internal consistency (« = .83) (Scior &
Furnham, 2011). The Cronbach’s alpha for IDLS in the current study was .75, which
indicated a good internal consistency as well. The validity of the social distance of IDLS was
measured by using concurrent validity by comparing it to the CLAS-MR and it was found
that high social distance scores were positively correlated with CLAS-MR scores for the
subscales of exclusion and sheltering, and negatively correlated with the subscales of
empowerment and similarity scores. Hence, the social distance part of IDLS was found to
have an acceptable concurrent validity (Scior & Furnham, 2011). In the present study, the

term “intellectual disability” in the IDLS was modified to “neurodiverse”.

The KOA, CLAS-ID, and IDLS were translated to Mandarin to fit into the context of

the participants. For example, “Some students with autism might have trouble talking or
expressing themselves” was translated to “— L& A7 [ FFIAE 1) 5248 ] BRAE IR G ERIE A &
i 2> 18 2 A HE>; “People with learning disabilities should not be allowed to marry and have
children” was translated to “KJixi 2 A A RLZ A VPS5 45 4E 7 and the like. A back

translation of the questionnaires was also performed to ensure the translated scales were

compatible with the original version.
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Table 3.3.

Outcome Measures

Outcome Measures Pre-Test Post-Test
Knowledge v v
Attitude v N4
Behavioral Intention v v

Data Analysis

The data for pre-test and post-test were collected by using the paper-and-pencil
method before and after the neurodiversity literacy program. The data were analyzed by using
the JASP 0.10.2 software. Wilcoxon’s signed rank test was used to analyze the data for pre-
test and post-test. It is a nonparametric procedure of a paired t-test (Nahm, 2016). It is used
when only one sample is involved to analyze matched-pair data (Woolson, 2008). The
Wilcoxon’s signed rank test compares the treatment scores of both pre-test and post-test
(Nahm, 2016). In order to use the Wilcoxon’s signed rank test, the dependent variables

should at least be ordinal (Kim, 2014).

The qualitative data were collected by requiring the participants to provide feedback
on how they feel about the neurodiversity literacy program and what have they learned
throughout the two-day program. The data were analyzed by using thematic analysis by
coding the data in which certain statements were interpreted, and then classified into the
themes that constituted the phenomena of interest (Nowell, Norris, White, & Moules, 2017).
Thematic analysis is a flexible method to identify, analyze, and report themes within the
qualitative data. It helps researchers to have an ample amount of detailed data which aids in

generating study results (Braun & Clarke, 2006).
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Table 3.4.

Data Analytic Plan

40

Research Hypothesis Independent Dependent Statistical
Question Variable Variable Analysis

What are the Ho: Thereisno  Neurodiversity Knowledge Wilcoxon’s
effects of a significant literacy signed rank test
neurodiversity  difference in program
literacy knowledge
program on among the
Malaysian participants
adolescents’ between pre-test
knowledge? and post-test.

Hi: Thereisa

significant

difference in

knowledge

among the

participants

between pre-test

and post-test.
What are the Ho: Thereisno  Neurodiversity Wilcoxon’s
effects of a significant literacy Attitude signed rank test
neurodiversity  difference in program

literacy
program on
Malaysian
adolescents’

attitude?

attitude among
the participants
between pre-test
and post-test.
Hi: Thereisa
significant
difference in

attitude among
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What are the
effects of a
neurodiversity
literacy
program on
Malaysian
adolescents’
behavioral

intention?

the participants
between pre-test

and post-test.

Ho: There is no
significant
difference in
behavioral
intention among
the participants
between pre-test
and post-test.
Hi: Thereisa
significant
difference in
behavioral
intention among
the participants
between pre-test
and post-test.

Neurodiversity Behavioral
literacy Intention
program

Wilcoxon’s

signed rank test

41
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Chapter 4
Findings and Analysis
In this chapter, the findings and analysis of the effects of a neurodiversity literacy
program on participants’ knowledge, attitudes, and behavioral intention towards neurodiverse

students would be discussed.

Assumptions Check

The assumption check of normality (Shapiro-Wilk) is significant for knowledge and
behavioral intention variables, with p =.032 and p = .001 respectively, suggesting that the
pairwise differences are not normally distributed. The assumption for normality has been
violated. Thus, all data were analyzed by using non-parametric analysis, Wilcoxon’s signed
rank test.
Table 4.1.

Test of Normality (Shapiro-Wilk)

W P
Pre-Knowledge Post-Knowledge 0.93 0.032
Pre-Empowerment Post-Empowerment 0.96 0.21
Pre-Exclusion Post-Exclusion 0.97 0.38
Pre-Sheltering Post-Sheltering 0.96 0.27
Pre-Similarity Post-Similarity 0.97 0.41
Pre-Behavioral Intention Post-Behavioral Intention 0.88 0.001

Note. Significant results suggest a deviation from normality.
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Effects of a Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Knowledge

Knowledge. A Wilcoxon’s signed rank test indicated that the neurodiversity literacy
program significantly increased the participant’s knowledge scores (Mdn = 8.5) at post-test
compared to pre-test (Mdn = 8.0) scores, with medium effect size, W = 342, p =.007, rg = .46.
Table 4.2.

Descriptive Statistics of Knowledge

Pre-Knowledge Post-Knowledge
Valid 36 36
Median 8.0 8.5
Minimum 5.0 6.0
Maximum 10.0 10.0
IQR 2.0 2.0

Note. IQR = Interquartile range.

11

10

w

[s2]

~

M Pre-Knowledge [ Post-Knowledge

Figure 4.1. Boxplot for knowledge at pre-test and post-test.
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Effects of a Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Attitude

Empowerment. A Wilcoxon’s signed rank test indicated that the neurodiversity
literacy program has no significant effect on the participant’s attitude in terms of the
empowerment scores (Mdn = 4.5) at post-test compared to pre-test (Mdn = 4.6) scores, with
trivial effect size, W = 187, p = .71, rg = .081.
Table 4.3.

Descriptive Statistics of Empowerment

Pre-Empowerment Post-Empowerment
Valid 36 36
Median 4.6 4.5
Minimum 2.2 3.2
Maximum 5.6 6.0
IQR 0.95 1.0

Note. IQR = Interquartile range.

6.5
5.5
4.5

3.5

2.5

M Pre-Empowerment [l Post-Empowerment

Figure 4.2. Boxplot for empowerment at pre-test and post-test.
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Exclusion. A Wilcoxon’s signed rank test indicated that the neurodiversity literacy
program has no significant effect on the participants’ attitude in terms of the exclusion scores
(Mdn = 1.75) at post-test compared to pre-test (Mdn = 1.75) scores, with trivial effect size, W
=183, p = .88, rz = .034.

Table 4.4.

Descriptive Statistics of Exclusion

Pre-Exclusion Post-Exclusion
Valid 36 36
Median 1.75 1.75
Minimum 1.00 1.00
Maximum 3.25 3.00
IQR 1.00 1.00

Note. IQR = Interquartile range.

3.5

2.5

]

15

0.5

M Pre-Exclusion [ Post-Exclusion

Figure 4.3. Boxplot for exclusion at pre-test and post-test.
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Sheltering. A Wilcoxon’s signed rank test indicated that the neurodiversity literacy
program significantly increased the participants’ attitude in terms of the sheltering scores
(Mdn = 4.00) at post-test compared to pre-test (Mdn = 3.75) scores, with large effect size, W
=132, p =.013, rg=.50.

Table 4.5.

Descriptive Statistics of Sheltering

Pre-Sheltering Post-Sheltering
Valid 36 36
Median 3.75 4.00
Minimum 2.33 2.50
Maximum 5.00 5.50
IQR 1.00 1.00

Note. IQR = Interquartile range.

5.5

4.5

35

2.5

M Pre-Sheltering [ Post-Sheltering

Figure 4.4. Boxplot for sheltering at pre-test and post-test.



EFFECTS OF A NEURODIVERSITY LITERACY PROGRAM 47

Similarity. A Wilcoxon’s signed rank test indicated that the neurodiversity literacy
program has no significant effect on the participants’ attitude in terms of their similarity
scores (Mdn = 5.25) at post-test compared to pre-test (Mdn = 5.38) scores, with medium
effect size, W =151, p = .15, rg = .31.

Table 4.6.

Descriptive Statistics of Similarity

Pre-Similarity Post-Similarity
Valid 36 36
Median 5.25 5.38
Minimum 2.75 3.75
Maximum 6.00 6.00
IQR 1.00 1.00

Note. IQR = Interquartile range.

6.5

5.5

4.5

3.5

2.5

M Pe-Similarity [ Post-Similarity

Figure 4.5. Boxplot for similarity at pre-test and post-test.
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Effects of a Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Behavioral Intention

Behavioral intention. A Wilcoxon’s signed rank test indicated that the neurodiversity
literacy program significantly increased the participants’ behavioral intention scores (Mdn =
2.50) at post-test compared to pre-test (Mdn = 3.00) scores, with large effect size, W = 342, p
=.007, rg = .57.
Table 4.7.

Descriptive Statistics of Behavioral Intention

Pre-Behavioral Intention Post-Behavioral Intention
Valid 36 36
Median 3.00 2.50
Minimum 1.50 1.00
Maximum 5.75 5.75
IQR 1.00 1.00

Note. IQR = Interquartile range.

30
25
20

15

10

[l Pre-Behavioral Intention [l Post-Behavioral Intention

Figure 4.6. Boxplot for behavioral intention at pre-test and post-test.
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Qualitative Feedback of Mainstream Students
From the data analysis, the themes generated consisted of: Feasibility, feedback on

weakness of program, knowledge, attitude, behavioral intention, and personal growth.
Table 4.8

Frequencies of Responses Based on Themes

Themes Frequency
Feasibility 14
Feedbacks on Weakness of Program 1
Knowledge 36
Attitude 13
Behavioral Intention 6
Personal Growth 3

Feasibility

In response to research question four, 36% of the participants claimed that the
neurodiversity literacy program was practicable in their context by providing positive
feedback on the program in the current study. Based on their responses, most of them
expressed gratitude and feelings of happiness about how the neurodiversity literacy program

was carried out.

X RENESNREE R, A2 HIEH 2 —SRUniEsh, 1EHE 2 NAIRIX LSRR
[t A7 145 HE 3% T [The two-day program was very special, | hope that there will be

more similar programs which can be conducted in the near future, to enable people to
know more about the symptoms of neurodiversity and to give them a helping hand!]

(16 years old female student)
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T, EIREARBXANESNET, RUOvE RRaiE—A ik, W ET
LW A BN EAE . FrUABCE R 0. [Firstly, before attending this program, |

thought it was just a talk, 1 did not know that it has many games and activities which

require teamwork. Therefore, | had a good time.] (16 years old female student)

“UTAR 5P AR IR Bt & AR, RN TREIE AT  [“The variety of

games of UTAR is new and interesting, thank you for inviting us.”] (14 years old

male student)

The qualitative feedback above indicated that the neurodiversity literacy program was
age-appropriate to adolescents as they seemed to enjoy the activities which were included in
the neurodiversity literacy program very much. It seemed as if they were not bored by the
program since they mentioned that the games and activities in the neurodiversity literacy
program were interesting. Besides that, the participants also mentioned that they were happy

to learn more in-depth about neurodiversity.

CIRPIRZEE TARZZRVE, a5 B KN 2 FE1%3 . > [“I have learned a lot in

these two days, such as how to help people who are neurodiverse.”] (16 years old

male student)

SR AL NI S ZE T PR BIAR BOR . X RE, FINRFZ AR L7 >3
TWZFR. BB TIRATLLERAKL AR,  [Thanks to the facilitators and
teachers who came to teach in our school. In this two-day program, | have met a lot of

friends and have gained a lot of knowledge. | hope that you will come and teach at our

school again.] (17 years old female student)
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XMW RPN TIRZ, JoH2 3R, PUEFLARRE A5 [l have
learned a lot in these two days, especially the 3R method which can be used to

manage the members of my society club in the future.] (14 years old male student)

The participants were pleased that the neurodiversity literacy program was able to
help them in gaining more knowledge about neurodiversity. Some of them even hope for
more similar programs to be done in the future. However, one of the participants gave

feedback on the weakness of the program.

T BARATAT LA H TR sensory overload Y ZE A H £ kA AE B H HIE R &
o BN R SE LA R e B i, LB U AT BL 2 RIS A
Some people internalize it, so it can be hard to spot, & %43 X AN LR k. Sorry
if I sound arrogant. [I hope that you can highlight that sensory overload does not only
happen to people with autism, because this is more common than expected, and when

it occurs, we could also comfort the person. Some people internalize it, so it can be

hard to spot, | think this can be highlighted. Sorry if | sound arrogant.] (16 years old

female student)

Despite that some improvements could be made to the neurodiversity literacy program
based on the feedback provided by the student; overall, it can be regarded as an age-
appropriate and feasible program to improve the knowledge, attitudes, and behavioral

intention of the adolescents in Malaysia.
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Knowledge

Based on the qualitative feedback of the mainstream students in the current study, the
majority of the participants agreed that they were able to benefit from the neurodiversity
literacy program, regardless of the weakness of the program. Participants reported that they
were able to gain more knowledge about neurodiversity, such as the types of neurodiversity

and their respective symptoms.

TG T B SRANNAZAE KNG 22 PR3 AN i 58 — I 1] 25 55 4t G e fdu i 2 % 25 1
Mgt fa], AbABSEe TR, BRIV M. S TR A M, SIS, EE
AR FNE, Z2RVEMBIAEZ AR ZE00] . 28 TAATSE 2 10 [ B0 A 0.
now understand that when people who are neurodiverse feel uncomfortable, we
should not approach them or get in touch with them immediately, we should give
them some time to calm themselves to avoid frightening them. I now have a better
understanding on the differences among autism spectrum disorder, specific learning
disorder, attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, and tics disorder. We should show

them more empathy and care.] (16 years old female student)

X R BTG SRR A LR JRA AT A il 5 7 6 B PITRE R i 2 1 T 5
H—CH) T ##. [This two-day program was very special because it makes me

understand more about autism or neurodiversity which | used to have little contact

with and understanding at first.] (16 years old female student)

KRG ERIRANES, BRI RFKE S 5K IF Ha AR, A, &
W B THRK KM RN ERMET, e/ 4; WRERET,
FZEAmNt. () [This two-day program was not bad, it enables everyone

to participate and perform themselves in the activities. At the same time, | also gained
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knowledge about neurodiversity; it gives me an understanding of what it is and how to

confront it when it happens.] (17 years old female student)

Apart from that, participants also reported that they have learned some of the ways to
help people who are neurodiverse, such as the 3R strategy to handle a meltdown situation.

This improves their ability to deal with people who are neurodiverse in a more effective way.

FEABATAA R RO, AEARAT A I TRV, PRI, SEInAbA TR 58, Y12
EPrA AR EOCSE AT S b, SRR, BRI, Sk,
[During their meltdown, allow them to have time to calm down, do not increase the
surrounding noise which may increase their burden; do not let everyone focus on them

which may cause them to feel pressured, comfort them gently, and allow them to

make their own choices.] (16 years old female student)

WAERX P RZR] | HHPEILAH 55— DMK . 54, JiF B FE
HON B R B, s W 31— 288 NS B RUN A B Bk in R
Tubas, AT LS 2l ik A AR AT B 2 i Bl At 2 2 i B PR B R L A
A N ok.  [In this two-day program, | have learned that there is another name for

autism which is neurodiversity. Besides that, people with autism have very sensitive
senses, such as they tend to hear soft sounds that may not be heard by usual people.
Therefore, if the environment is too noisy, we can help them by trying to make the
environment quieter or bring them to a quiet place to calm them down.] (14 years old

male student)
I X KNGS, 3T RN R R B AT S A AR R DA

LEFRAE F B AR E TP BN SN S I A R AR AR R AR I 22 At AT T B0 3K

[Ef, et T T 3R, BES2 regulate, relate, £ reason, EXAN 5123 AN
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o, NiZ AT PR I ok 7). [Throughout this program, | have gained an
understanding of how people who are neurodiverse express themselves in their daily
lives. This allows me to be able to pay more attention to them in my daily life and
how to comfort them during an emergency meltdown. At the same time, | have also
learned about 3R, which is regulate, relate, and reason. Applying this method, in

reality, may help to solve the problem effectively.] (17 years old female student)

Moreover, some of the participants also mentioned that with the knowledge gained

from the two-day neurodiversity literacy program, they are now aware that they can actually

be friends with people who are neurodiverse in real life.

—IHR, WEEA VWA WA, @ IXKENES), A48 B ERIRATIHEE RE
5 B ARE BSOS AR An R A TG B 2] 5 HERI N, N E WA AR LSS . [At first,
| have zero knowledge about autism. After the program, | understand that we can also

be friends with people with autism and if we happen to encounter them in real life, |

understand how we should help them and so on.] (14 years old female students)

Attitude

Based on the responses of the participants from the qualitative feedback, 33% of the

participants indicated that their attitudes changed to more inclusive or positive towards

neurodiverse students. The participants claimed that although people who are neurodiverse do

have their weaknesses, people should not focus too much on their weaknesses. Instead, they

should acknowledge their strengths too. They also expressed their feelings about wanting to

accept and include them in their lives and to be more considerate of the condition of

neurodiverse people, instead of rejecting or isolating them due to their deficiencies.
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HSERA N B CHIR AL AT Z 2 RO KN 2 BRI R 1Y <R e T
JFAATT. WIRIRATA TREABATT, FRATRAZZLRA [, TWARE AR,
BATEFFEERE L TR L. [Actually everyone has their uniqueness,
we should not reject people who are neurodiverse due to their deficiencies. If we do
not understand them, we should have empathy for them, instead of looking down on
them, and we may need to try to understand their situation.] (16 years old female

student)

KIGZFEMEE S5 — AR, A, WAL, FATARAZIE B OG5 h e
ATHIREAL, T2 N ZARARATT AR AT B AL, 2 AT TR B At N B R RE RO
B, BATIN b BMbAT 3, b A N SAATELE, B RS Ry
TR, XA TE B SR AMBURR, AR iZ AR5k [People who are
neurodiverse have their strengths and weaknesses, just as usual people. We should not
focus on their weaknesses, instead, we should focus on enabling them to exert their
strengths. When they are being rejected or being viewed differently, we should stand
by them, and let them feel that someone is with them. People with autism have very

sensitive senses, and they are extremely sensitive to the surrounding sounds, so we

should tolerate them.] (16 years old female student)

Participants also stated that people who are neurodiverse deserve to live a happy life
rather than being isolated or excluded by others. Thus, they should be treated with more

empathy, tolerance, and care, instead of being looked down on by others.

“HHANTT DUEARARAT, BEsf S NERA H KA [“We must not look down on

them since everyone has their strengths.”] (16 years old male student)
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X LG ) £ AT T RS AZSRAF A FRAT R R AR5, A o B Dy AT T30 A I 8
MRS IR T AIAZARATT, FESFATT . S AN R Ul e R fi B0, (B IR 2 5
ERASN, ROSAEE, HbIEIHE YR, EWATE. [These special
children deserve to live the same life as us, there is no necessity to isolate them just
because they have a particular disorder. It is simple to talk about being caring and

tolerance, but it needs courage when acting it out, we should care for these people, to

let them have a happy and satisfying life too.] (14 years old female student)

Surprisingly, one of the participants mentioned the need to have an open-minded
perspective and a non-judgemental view on people who are neurodiverse, according to the
qualitative feedback of the participant. The participant emphasized that every person should
receive the same treatment regardless of who the person is, and all things should be treated in

an equal manner without being influenced by a person’s physical characteristics.

XN ESEE, MeFEATE N N NEAEER MR B, #HSHARR
VRS AL, DRI A E B E, XEEE N AR, [To treat people
equally, to handle things without varying from person to person. Every person born in

this world has different personalities and traits, we should view it in an objective

manner, after all these are the uniqueness of all people.] (17 years old female student)

Behavioral Intention

A few participants expressed their willingness to be friends with the neurodiverse
students, and to show more concern towards them by helping those who require help. Most
importantly, the adolescents mentioned that they wish to let the neurodiverse people know

that they are not alone.
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“WRESMZWA, hHEMAZE— N 7 [“I am willing to be friends with

him/her to let him/her know that he/she is not alone.”] (14 years old female student)

XANE B 1L T EAFR AT B LE N ME RN, AR 22 SO PRARAT T Lk AT S0 Al AT ]
AZE— N. [This activity makes me want to help those who are having difficulties

and to show more care towards them in order to let them know that they are not alone.]

(16 years old female student)

The most surprising aspect of the qualitative data is that several students expressed
their intention to join the counselling society as a result of participating in the two-day

neurodiversity literacy program, which was mentioned by the school counsellor.

“H A MR SN S H& . [“There are students who are interested to join

the counselling society.”] (School counsellor of Chung Ling Private High School)

Based on the behavioral observation of the school counsellor, several students who
have participated in the neurodiversity literacy program even showed acceptance towards
another student with Asperger’s Syndrome in their class. According to the school counsellor,
previously when the student with Asperger’s Syndrome acted in an unusual way, the other
students in the class would just endure the student, but now it is obvious that they are starting

to accept the student.

PARERIE R A B — AR5 TR Bl 5t WERIRAE T )L XX BHE |2
Pisiike. WepFAD— L, FEAEaM, SaiocrE. Eoid: R
AR TSR WS 1, BPHEOE 17 3 —di5e, XXGEHRER
AL FEFERE SO, ERZENE T LS. =K IR, B EZE XX

M . B KRR, e BB — T, RPEE XX A5
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()55 (Rl 2 R B AR Ak 2 o ISR UG, X7 [R] % 2002 45 A AN b ) T B 4
XA R XX B ORI EHAKIRA AR EE RV TF . ERERES
wlrl s pCRE G E R R, B WO AR T IPIAL A 22 A2 NI _E
o TAEY), BRE BTN, mEEY. [l suddenly thought of an
incident that happened yesterday as a contribution to your hard work. | was teaching
history subject in a class in which there was a student named XX who has Asperger’s
Syndrome. | gave some notes to the students to copy down, they were chit-chatting
while writing, and their volume gradually raised. | said: Students, do you write with
your hands or your mouth, your voice is getting louder! After that, XX walked out of
his seat, took a female student’s pen, put it in his mouth, and scribbled on a student’s
book. I felt worried and immediately asked XX to take the pen out of his mouth. | saw
the female student’s response, her eyebrows did not move, she watched XX quietly.
The male student beside also acted naturally. Previously, these two students would
frown their eyebrows and would ask me impatiently why does XX always behave in
this way. | told XX that the pen had saliva on it and it was really unhygienic, so |
asked him to wash it. When he returned the pen to the female student, the female
student nodded her head, took the pen and put it in her pencil case. She did not give
him the cold-shoulder and did not show any signs of impatience. The two students
have just joined the neurodiversity literacy program, it was obvious that they no
longer showed patience, but acceptance.] (School counsellor of Chung Ling Private

High School)

In general, the adolescents liked the idea of the neurodiversity literacy program which
consisted of a variety of games and activities to allow them to learn more about

neurodiversity. Not only did the program increased their awareness and knowledge about
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neurodiversity, but several participants also mentioned that it enabled them to know more
about themselves, such as their personal strengths and weaknesses. Most importantly, their
awareness led them to have the intention to build on their strengths and to improve their
weaknesses. Thus, the neurodiversity literacy program is feasible in Malaysian high schools

since the adolescents seemed to enjoy themselves a lot in the two-day program.
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Chapter 5

Discussion

The current study examined the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on the
knowledge, attitude, and behavioral intention of the mainstream students towards
neurodiverse students. It was hypothesized that all three variables would have a difference
between pre-test and post-test as a result of engaging in the neurodiversity literacy program.
Findings of the present study indicated that the knowledge and behavioral intention among
mainstream students significantly increased, whereas the attitudes of mainstream students did
not significantly change, which was an unanticipated finding. The qualitative results of
knowledge validated the quantitative findings, while the qualitative results of attitude and

behavioral intention were inconsistent with the quantitative findings.

Effects of a Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Knowledge of Mainstream Students

The results of the current study indicated that the neurodiversity literacy program
significantly increased the mainstream students’ knowledge based on the comparison of pre-
test and post-test as hypothesized. In accordance with the present results, a similar result was
also reported in several past studies examining the effectiveness of a neurodiversity literacy
program on adolescents’ knowledge (Brook & Boaz, 2006; Gus, 2000; Holtz & Tessman,
2007; Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014; Swaim & Morgan, 2001). This result was also
supported by the qualitative feedback of the participants as the majority of them claimed that
they have gained knowledge about what is neurodiversity, the respective symptoms, and the

appropriate ways to help people who are neurodiverse more effectively.
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There are a handful of possible explanations for this result. A prior study noted that
participants are able to gain more information and understanding towards neurodiversity as a
result of participating in a neurodiversity literacy program, which may lead to a significant
increase in their knowledge from pre-test to post-test (Gus, 2000). Another possible reason
for the increment in participants’ knowledge may be due to the content delivered in the
neurodiversity literacy program and the mode of delivery of the neurodiversity literacy
program was appropriate to the participants. For example, talks, group discussions, games,
role plays, and first-hand experiences were included as a series of activities in the
neurodiversity literacy program to enhance the participants’ knowledge more effectively. It
was also suggested that participants’ knowledge tends to increase as a result of participating
in talks and discussions, which were included in the neurodiversity literacy program (Brook

& Boaz, 2006).

Besides that, the neurodiversity literacy program in the current study presented a
couple of videos on sensory overload and symptoms of ADHD to the participants. The reason
for this was to allow the participants to know more about ADHD and what it is like to
experience sensory overload. Therefore, this method of delivering the content may have left
the participants with a significant impact and impression, which may lead to an increase in
the participants’ knowledge. First-hand experiences allow the participants to experience and
attempt to react to an unpleasant situation, to endure the consequences, or to internalize
something (Hansen, 2000). If participants are given the opportunity to relate their experiences
to a situation, they are able to learn more effectively (Hansen, 2000). Thus, this explains why
first-hand experiences play an important role in the process of learning new information or
knowledge. It has also been suggested that knowledge can be easily improved even through a
simple or brief intervention, such as a video intervention (Holtz & Tessman, 2007).

Regardless of whether the video contained any explanatory information about neurodiversity,
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participants’ knowledge would still increase as long as the video shown to the participants
contained information about neurodiversity such as the symptoms of ADHD without
explanation to it (Swaim & Morgan, 2001). Hence, this may explain the significant increase
in participants’ knowledge about neurodiversity as a result of the video-viewing sessions in

the neurodiversity literacy program.

Effects of a Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Attitudes of Mainstream Students

The second research question in the present study was to identify the effects of a
neurodiversity literacy program on Malaysian adolescents’ attitudes. Surprisingly, the current
results indicated a significant change in the sheltering subscale of CLAS-ID at post-test,
whereas there was no significant change in empowerment, exclusion, and similarity subscales
of CLAS-ID at post-test. This finding is inconsistent with previous studies which noted that
the intervention program was found to be effective in improving the mainstream students’
attitudes towards neurodiverse students (de Boer et al., 2014; Gus, 2000; Holtz & Tessman,
2007; Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014). Interestingly, according to the qualitative feedback of
the participants, they seemed to adopt a positive attitude towards neurodiverse people after
joining the neurodiversity literacy program. In this case, the participants mentioned that
empathy and tolerance are two important elements to facilitate an inclusive attitude towards

neurodiverse people, instead of rejecting them in real life.

Based on the quantitative data, although no significant changes were found on
adolescents’ attitudes as a result of engaging in the neurodiversity literacy program, the
qualitative data indicated that there was a change in attitude among 33%, a significant
minority of the participants. Among these participants, they emphasized the need to have a

positive and inclusive attitude towards neurodiverse people. Despite that there were only 33%
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of the participants noted the importance of having a positive attitude towards neurodiverse
people, it shall not be concluded that the neurodiversity literacy program did not have an
effect on the participants’ attitudes. There may also be a possibility that participants did not
provide their feedback regarding their attitudes towards people who are neurodiverse in the

qualitative feedback.

In this study, it was found that there was a significant change in participants’ attitudes
in terms of sheltering at post-test. Although a higher score of the sheltering subscale indicated
a more negative or less inclusive-friendly attitude towards people who are neurodiverse, past
studies have noted that the idea of sheltering people who are neurodiverse may be understood
differently by individuals of different social and cultural backgrounds (Su, Cuskelly, Gilmore,
& Sullivan, 2015). For example, the sheltering subscale may be interpreted as a negative
attitude in which participants recognize neurodiverse people to have the inability to live alone,
to make decisions on their own, and to take care of themselves. On the other hand, the
sheltering subscale may also be interpreted as a protective attitude in which the participants
recognize people who are neurodiverse to be worthy of others’ care and concern (Horner-
Johnson et al., 2002), especially in Chinese culture. This is due to the belief of Chinese that
the government and society hold the responsibility to provide protection and support to
people who are neurodiverse (Su et al., 2015). For example, numerous sheltered institutions
such as special schools and welfare enterprises have been established to provide care to those
who are neurodiverse in Chinese cultures (Deng, Poon-Mcbrayer, & Farnsworth, 2001;
Huang, Guo, & Bricout, 2008). In the current study, according to the qualitative feedback, the
participants also reported that they feel the need to provide support to the neurodiverse
students by providing care and assistance to them in their daily lives. The participants may

have formed protective attitudes rather than negative attitudes towards the neurodiverse
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students as a result of participating in the neurodiversity literacy program. Thus, this may

explain the changes in participants’ attitudes in terms of sheltering at post-test.

In contrast to the findings of earlier studies; however, only a little evidence of
improvements in participants’ attitudes as an outcome of involving in the neurodiversity
literacy program was detected. This may be due to the duration of the neurodiversity literacy
program in the present study which lasted for only two hours per day for two days. The short
duration may not be effective enough to bring a significant change in the participants’
attitudes immediately after the neurodiversity literacy program. It was suggested that
participants who attended a longer intervention program showed more positive attitudes than
those who attended a shorter intervention program (Rillotta & Nettelbeck, 2007). Similarly,
empathy as an attitude requires an intervention program that consists of a longer period to
have a continuing impact on the participants due to the reason that empathy requires a large
amount of time to develop (Schacter, Addis, & Buckner, 2008). This was evident in past
findings which found that the neurodiversity literacy program which involved more than one
session was more effective to bring a change in participants’ attitudes. For example,
participants who attended a six-day or an eight-session intervention program showed more
positive attitudes towards neurodiverse people as compared to those who attended a one-day
or three-session intervention program (Reina, Lopez, Jimenez, Garcia-Calvo, & Hutzler, 2011,
Rillotta & Nettelbeck, 2007). Thus, the duration of the neurodiversity literacy program in the

current study may be too short to bring a change in the adolescents’ attitude.

Another possible explanation for this finding is that adolescents may already form an
existing positive or negative attitude towards the neurodiverse students through prior
experiences or information as they age; therefore, it is difficult to change their attitude in a

short period. Past studies have supported this notion that attitudes of typically developing
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students may become more negative as they age (Campbell, Ferguson, Herzinger, Jackson, &
Marino, 2004; Ryan, 1981). It seems possible that this finding is due to the reason that
students may have gained greater knowledge and experiences through their exposure with
people who are neurodiverse, and they may have developed a positive or a negative attitude
towards their peers who are neurodiverse as they grow older. As a result, it would be difficult
to change their current attitudes towards neurodiverse students (Lochner, 2019). Hence,
modifications to the content of the current neurodiversity literacy program may need to be

done to change or improve the attitudes of the participants.

Moreover, the discrepancy between the findings of the current study and past studies
may be explained by the reason that the current study did not involve neurodiverse students in
the neurodiversity literacy program. Besides that, there was also a lack of activities for
improving participants’ attitudes towards the neurodiverse students. It was claimed that
mainstream students would develop more positive attitudes towards neurodiverse students if
they receive adequate information and exposure to people who are neurodiverse (Rillotta &
Nettelbeck, 2007). Based on the contact theory (Allport, 1954), stereotype and prejudice
among in-groups towards out-groups may be reduced through contact between one another.
Accordingly, the theory postulates that an individual’s positive attitude towards people who
are neurodiverse can be formed through favourable contact with one another, while an
individual’s negative attitude towards people who are neurodiverse can also be formed
through unfavourable contact or no contact at all with one another (Mavropoulou & Sideridis,
2014). This is evident in a past study that found out that involving neurodiverse students in
the neurodiversity literacy program increased mainstream students’ contact with them, which
then led to an improvement in their empathy towards neurodiverse students (Mavropoulou &

Sideridis, 2014; Schacter et al., 2008). It can thus be suggested that adolescents' attitudes can
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be enhanced if they have exposure to the neurodiverse students, instead of sole participation

in the neurodiversity literacy program.

Effects of a Neurodiversity Literacy Program on Behavioral Intention of Mainstream

Students

With respect to the third research question, it was found that mainstream students’
behavioral intention towards neurodiverse students showed a statistically significant
difference between pre- and post-intervention. Comparison of the findings of the present
study with those of other studies confirmed that the behavioral intention of typically
developing students towards special needs students can be improved through intervention
programs (e.g. Johnson, 2018; Lochner, 2019; Silton & Fogel, 2012). However, of all the
qualitative feedback of the participants, only a few participants expressed their willingness to
accept the neurodiverse students as their friends and to help them when they encounter any

difficulties in life.

This may be due to the reason that the participants were only requested to write down
their thoughts and what they have learned throughout the neurodiversity literacy program as
their qualitative feedback. Thus, the majority of them did not include their feedback in terms
of their behavioral intention towards the neurodiverse students. However, based on the
behavioral observation of the school counsellor, there was once when a neurodiverse student
acted in a socially undesirable way during class, a few students who have gone through the
neurodiversity literacy program started to show acceptance towards the neurodiverse student,
instead of solely being patient and tolerant with the neurodiverse student’s unusual behavior.
Therefore, the neurodiversity literacy program did have a positive impact on the adolescents’
behavioral intention, despite the inconsistency between the qualitative and quantitative

findings.
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A possible explanation for the findings of quantitative data may be due to the
neurodiversity literacy program in the present study provided explanations to the participants
regarding the reasons why some neurodiverse students reacted in socially undesirable ways
towards certain stimuli and that it is a neurodevelopmental disorder. Hence, it increased the
participants’ understanding that the uncommon behaviors of neurodiverse students are due to
their different structures in the brain as compared to the mainstream students, which in turn
increased their willingness to include neurodiverse students in social activities. Johnson (2018)
supported this notion by claiming that if the intervention program managed to increase the
mainstream students’ knowledge of why neurodiverse students behave atypically, they may
have imagined the negative behaviors of neurodiverse students in the conditions in which
they were asked about their behavioral intention towards neurodiverse students while
responding to the questionnaires. For example, if a typically developing student has
inadequate knowledge about the atypical behaviors of a student with ASD, the typically
developing student may have been unwilling to study with the student with ASD. This is
because the typically developing student may find the student with ASD to be disturbing with

their repetitive movements.

Besides that, the neurodiversity literacy program in the current study also provided
information about the appropriate ways of helping neurodiverse students to perform better.
This may give the mainstream students an idea of how they can help the neurodiverse
students when they encounter situations in which they were unsure of how to respond to.
When they are equipped with this knowledge, they may have more control over their
behavior and the belief that they are able to offer help to the neurodiverse students. This
explanation is derived from the theory of planned behavior that the neurodiversity literacy
program may enhance the participants’ perceived behavioral control or self-efficacy, which

may lead to a direct change in their behavioral intention towards special needs students
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(Webb & Sheeran, 2006). Instead of just providing explanatory or descriptive information to
the participants, peer strategies which provide a dynamic skill-set of what general education
students can do and how they can respond to the special needs students would be more
effective in motivating them to be more willing to socially interact with the special needs
students (Silton & Fogel, 2012). This is because they learned about the proper ways to
interact with the neurodiverse students; thus, they may change their previous expectancies

and behavioral intention towards the neurodiverse students (Silton & Fogel, 2012).

In general, therefore, the findings of the current study contribute to the literature of the
neurodiversity literacy program. Majority of the earlier studies examining the effects of a
neurodiversity literacy program were found to have positive outcomes on all three variables,
which are the knowledge, attitude, and behavioral intention of typically developing students
(de Boer et al., 2014; Mavropoulou & Sideridis, 2014; Silton & Fogel, 2012). Findings of the
present study broadly support the work of previous studies such that the neurodiversity
literacy program significantly improved the knowledge and behavioral intention of the
typically developing students. However, contrary to expectations and previous studies, the
present study only found a significant difference in the attitudes of the typically developing
students in terms of sheltering between pre-intervention and post-intervention, while there
was not a significant difference in their attitudes in terms of empowerment, exclusion, and
similarity between pre-intervention and post-intervention. In conclusion, this study has shown
that the neurodiversity literacy program was effective in enhancing the knowledge and
behavioral intention of Malaysian adolescents. However, this program was effective in

improving the attitudes of Malaysian adolescents only to some extent.
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Implications of the Study

The qualitative and quantitative results of the current study have contributed several
implications under the theoretical and practical aspects. In terms of the theoretical aspect,
according to the theory of planned behavior, it was suggested that more knowledge would
predict a change in attitude, which in turn leads to a change in behavioral intention. The
current study partially supported the theory with the preliminary evidence that a brief
neurodiversity literacy program had an impact on mainstream students’ knowledge and
behavioral intention, but it only had an effect on mainstream students’ attitude to a certain
extent since there was not a significant difference in participants’ attitude between pre-
intervention and post-intervention based on quantitative findings. To date, limited studies are
examining the effects of a neurodiversity literacy program on the knowledge, attitudes, and
behavioral intention of adolescents in Malaysia. As a result, there is also a lack of literature to
support the findings of the current study in the Malaysia context. Hence, the current findings
serve as a basis for future research to expand the evidence on the theory of planned behavior
by examining changes in knowledge, attitudes, and behavioral intention among the

adolescents in Malaysia context.

In terms of the practical aspect, the results of the current study may contribute to the
facilitation of inclusive education in Malaysia. In order to achieve this, it is important to raise
the awareness of neurodiversity by increasing the mainstream students’ knowledge towards
neurodiversity. An explanation for this is a lack of knowledge and awareness of
neurodiversity may influence individuals to have a negative attitude and behavior towards
neurodiverse people (Lee, Ong, Lee, & Fairuz, 2017), such as negative stereotyping and
bullying. Therefore, the current study may serve as a reference for schools to include the

neurodiversity literacy program as a part of the school curriculum. Although the results of
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this study indicated that the neurodiversity literacy program may not have a significant effect
on mainstream students’ attitudes, it is therefore suggested that attitude takes time to change
or develop. Thus, instead of just participating in a two-day neurodiversity literacy program,
students have the opportunity to learn or be exposed to more information about
neurodiversity in the classroom, which may foster the acceptance of neurodiverse students
among the typically developing students. Inclusive education does not simply mean including
neurodiverse students in the general education classroom, but accepting them as the in-group
resembles the main idea of inclusive education. Thus, when mainstream students are willing

to accept them, the facilitation of inclusive education can be achieved.

Moreover, this study would prove useful in the development of the research into the
Peer Buddy Program (PBP) in the Malaysia context. Research into PBP has not been
extensive in Malaysia. This may be partly due to the lack of knowledge as well as the
inappropriate attitude and behavior of mainstream students towards special needs students,
which leads to the perception that PBP may not be feasible in Malaysia. Hence, the current
study lays the groundwork for future studies into PBP in Malaysia. With sufficient research
done on PBP to determine the proper protocols, procedures, and methods to run the PBP, it
may contribute to the Malaysian government’s plan to implement the PBP in all mainstream

schools (MOE, 2013), which has not been executed up until today.

Lastly, the current study also contributed to the Zero Reject Policy dated on 2018
December 26 and in the circular letter KPM. 100-6/1/25 Jld. 13(16) by the Ministry of
Education Malaysia. This policy was also consistent with the statement released by the
Minister of Education Malaysia, Dr. Maszlee Malik, who addressed the issue of equality in
education which is needed to be received by all students, including those who are

neurodiverse (Shaari, 2018). Referring to the first practical implication of this study as
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mentioned above, inclusive education ensures all students receive the same educational
opportunities, and the idea of running PBP in mainstream schools may also assist the special
needs students to adapt themselves to mainstream schools. Therefore, the current study may
also partly achieve the fourth goal of the Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) by the United
Nations (2015) to guarantee an equal quality of education and a fair amount of lifelong
opportunity for everyone, regardless of their mental ability. Precisely, goal 4.5 which aims to
provide equal access to all levels of education and vocational training to everyone, including
people with disabilities despite the gender difference. Along with goal 4.A which carries the
aim of constructing and enhancing the educational facilities which are able to meet the needs
of both gender, children, and people with disabilities as well as to provide an environment
that is safe, non-violence, and inclusive for everyone to learn effectively (United Nations,
2015). Taken together, the results of the present study have a theoretical implication and a

number of practical implications.

Limitations of the Study

There are several limitations that are important to be acknowledged which may
influence the findings of the current study. First, the major limitation of this study is the lack
of a control group since the single-arm trial research design was adopted in this study. Thus,
it may be unable to ascertain the positive outcomes in knowledge and behavioral intention of

the participants were indeed a direct effect of the neurodiversity literacy program.

Second, the generalizability of the current findings is subject to certain limitations.
For example, all the participants recruited from the current study were Chinese high school
students from a private high school in Penang. Therefore, the results of the current study may

be unable to generalize to the target population in Malaysia, and it may only be generalized to
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Chinese adolescents. Furthermore, this applies to those whose parents could afford the high
tuition fees which are imposed by Chinese independent schools (Siah, Ong, Tan, Sim, &

Thoo, 2017).

Third, one of the weaknesses in the current study which could have influenced the
measurements of participants’ knowledge of autism and their attitudes towards neurodiverse
students was the psychometric properties of the adopted scales in the current study. For
instance, the KOA scale indicated a low Cronbach alpha in the past and current study, which
raises the question of the reliability of the scale. Another psychometric issue found was item
number six of the sheltering subscale of CLAS-ID which may not be relevant to the
participants. In consideration of the adolescents’ age, they may not comprehend the term

“sheltered workshops”.

Fourth, the finding was limited by the absence of behavioral observation of the
adolescents’ actual behavior towards neurodiverse students. Thus, to some extent, adolescents’
self-report behavioral intentions may not reflect their actual behavior in reality. It is unable to

determine whether the neurodiversity literacy program had an actual impact on their behavior.

Fifth, it is unfortunate that this study did not assess participants’ personal experiences
with neurodiverse people which may have influenced their attitudes. With this, the study
lacked information on whether participants have had experiences in dealing with
neurodiverse people, which may be helpful in identifying whether their changes in attitude

were an impact of the neurodiversity literacy program.

Lastly, being limited to the duration of the neurodiversity literacy program, the two-
day program may be too brief and short in order to have a lasting impact on adolescents’
knowledge, attitude and behavioral intention towards neurodiverse students. According to the

findings of several past studies, it was suggested that a longer duration of the neurodiversity
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literacy program would be more effective to yield a significant change on adolescents’
knowledge, attitude, and behavioral intention (Lindsay & Edwards, 2012; Rillotta &

Nettelbeck, 2007; Schacter, Addis, & Buckner, 2008).

Recommendations for Future Research

The current pilot study provided evidence on the feasibility of a neurodiversity
literacy program in improving the knowledge, attitudes, and behavioral intention of typically
developing students towards neurodiverse students in Malaysia. Considerably more research
using a randomized controlled trial will need to be conducted in Malaysia to determine the
effectiveness of the neurodiversity literacy program. In this case, a larger sample size may
need to be included as well to randomized the participants into experimental and control

groups.

Second, it is recommended that more research using a probability sampling method
should be done to prevent any bias. With this, the results may be generalized to the target
population, since samples which were chosen using a probability sampling method represent

more to the target population (Mohamed & Ahmed, 2017).

Third, the issue of the psychometric properties of the scales in the current study calls
for the development and validation of a new scale to assess knowledge of autism in order to

improve the reliability and content validity of the scale in future studies.

Fourth, behavioral observation is recommended to be included in future research. A
focus on the typically developing students’ actual behavior towards the neurodiverse students
could produce interesting findings on whether their self-reported behavioral intention truly

reflects their actual behavior. Besides that, it can also be used to determine whether a
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neurodiversity literacy program is effective in fostering a good practice among the typically

developing students towards neurodiverse students.

Fifth, further studies regarding the role of participants’ personal experience with
neurodiverse people on their attitudes towards neurodiverse people would be worthwhile.
There may be a need to assess Whether participants’ personal experience with neurodiverse
people would yield a different result than the current study in terms of participants’ attitudes

towards the neurodiverse people.

Sixth, further research could usefully explore whether a longer duration of a
neurodiversity literacy program would be more effective to improve the knowledge, attitudes,
and behavioral intentions of the mainstream students in Malaysia, especially their attitude

towards the neurodiverse students.

Lastly, further research in this field would be of great help by adopting the whole-
school approach in mainstream schools in Malaysia. The whole-school approach emphasizes
on promoting students’ emotional, social, spiritual, and physical well-being (Weare &
Markham, 2005). For example, intervention programs designed based on a whole school
approach may aim to enhance the cognitive, affective, and behavioral aspects of students’
development, and to encourage empathy among one another. Hence, it is important to create a
“caring classroom environment” to promote students’ understanding of others. This may be
achieved through students’ engagement in co-operative and helping activities, the use of
appropriate discipline methods by teachers to convey prosocial norms and values, positive
role modelling by teachers, and the utilization of role-plays, games, and stories (Wells,
Barlow, & Stewart-Brown, 2003). Therefore, it is recommended that future research should

work on designing an intervention program based on the whole school approach to improve
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the attitudes and behavioral intentions of the mainstream students’ towards neurodiverse

students in Malaysia.

75
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Appendix B1

Request for Permission to Use Psychological Instrument inbox x | B

XI10 ZEN WONG Fri, Aug 2, 11:39 AM (2 days ago)  T¥
Dear Dr. Scior, |, along with another two group members are undergraduate students at Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) complet

Scior, Katrina via liveuclac.onmicrosoft.com Fri, Aug 2, 4:28 PM (2 days ago) 17
to me, Kai, kellyliow119@1utar.my, jiayigladys@1utarmy «

D

Dear Mr Zen,

Thanks for your interest in the IDLS. Great to hear of this work going on in Malaysia. Very happy for you to use the scale -
obviously if you modify it, spell out what modifications you made to the original scale.

You can find the scale and scoring instructions on our CIDDR website's Resources page.

Good luck for you and your fellow students' studies

Best Wishes

Katrina Scior

Associate Professor in Clinical Psychology
University College London

95
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Appendix B2
Request for Permission to Use Psychological Instrument nbox B B

XI10 ZEN WONG Fri, Aug 2, 11:40 AM (2 days ago) V¥
Dear Dr. Furnham, I, along with another two group members are undergraduate students at Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) com...

Furnham, Adrian a.furnham@ucl.ac.uk via liveuclac.onmicrosoft.com Sat, Aug 3, 12:37 PM (15 hours ago) 37 4

tome *
Sure 22

e
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Appendix B3

Re: Request for Permission to Use Psychological Scale nbex =

David Jopp <dajopp@mac.com> 12:51 AM (3 hours ago)  Y¥
to me *

Absolutely, you have my full permission. Good Iuck in your studies :-)

On Aug 3, 2019, at 10:49 AM, Psychology Today <no-reply@psychologytoday.com= wrote:

Psychology Today

Hi D.A. Jopp & Associates,
This email comes to you via your profile with Psychology Today.

From: Wong Xio Zen
Email: xiozen1026@ 1utarmy,
Phone: 016-278 0225

Subject: Request for Permission to Use Psychological Scale

Dear Mr. Jopp, |, along with another two group members are undergraduate students at Universiti
Junku Abdul Rahman (UTAR) completing a final vear proiectin Bachelor of Social Science (Hons)
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Appendix C1

A. Knowledge of Autism Questionnaire (KOA)

What is Autism?

We would like to know what you know about autism. Please answer the following questions
using true or false. If you believe the statement is true, please circle T. If you believe the
statement is false, please circle F. Even if you are not sure of the answer, please answer all
the questions as best as you can.

=

If someone has autism, it only lasts for about a week.

2. | Students with autism often have a difficult time looking at
other people.

w

Autism does not affect a person’s brain.

4. | Students with autism cannot do normal activities that
other people can do, even with help from another
person.

5. | Students with autism sometimes repeat what is said to
them.

6. | Students with autism sometimes rock back and forth and
wave their hands around.

7. | Some students with autism might have trouble talking or
expressing themselves.

8. | Students with autism do not have difficulty changing
activities and can easily move from one activity to
another.

9 Sometimes students with autism need extra help to learn
how to read and write

10. | You can catch autism by spending time with someone
who has it, like you can catch a cold.
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Appendix C2

B. Community Living Attitudes Scale-Intellectual Disability (CLAS-ID)

What is a Learning Disability?

A ‘learning disability’ is an umbrella term for a condition in which someone has an
impairment in their ability to think (intellectual functioning) and to cope on their own on a
day-to-day basis (social functioning) and which has been identified as having an onset before
adulthood (18 years old). Learning disability is referred to in certain countries as an
intellectual disability. In the past the terms ‘mental handicap’ and ‘mental retardation’
have also been used to denote this condition. Some specific syndromes and conditions such as
Down'’s syndrome, Fragile X and Autism may in some cases be associated with having a

learning disability.

Learning disabilities are different from specific learning difficulties such as Dyslexia, which

are not the focus of this study.

Please indicate the extent to which you agree with the following statements according to this

scale:

1 = Disagree strongly 4 = Agree somewhat
2 = Disagree moderately 5 = Agree moderately
3 = Disagree somewhat 6 = Agree strongly

1 2 3 4 5 | 6

1. | People with learning disabilities should not be
allowed to marry and have children.

2. | A person would be foolish to marry a person with
learning disabilities.

3. People with learning disabilities can plan meetings
and conferences without assistance from others.

4. People with learning disabilities can be trusted to
handle money responsibly.

5. | The opinions of a person with learning disabilities
should carry more weight than those of family
members and professionals in decisions affecting
that person.

6. Sheltered workshops for people with learning
disabilities are essential.

7. Increased spending on programs for people with
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learning disabilities is a waste of money.

8. Homes and services for people with learning
disabilities downgrade the neighbourhoods they
are in.

9. | People who have learning disabilities are a burden
on society.

10. | Homes and services for people with learning
disabilities should be kept out of residential
neighbourhoods.

11. | People with learning disabilities need someone to
plan their activities for them.

12. | People with learning disabilities do not need to
make choices about the things they will do each
day.

13. | People with learning disabilities can be productive
members of society.

14. | People with learning disabilities have goals for
their lives like other people.

15. | People with learning disabilities can have close
personal relationships just like everyone else.

16. | People with learning disabilities should live in
sheltered facilities because of the dangers of life in
the community.

17. | People with learning disabilities usually should be
in group homes or other facilities where they can
have the help and support of staff.
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Appendix C3

C. Intellectual Disability Literacy Scale (IDLS)

4. Please indicate your agreement with the following statements, using the same scale:

1. | would be happy to move next door to
someone like James
2. | would be happy to spend an evening

socialising with someone like him

3. | would be happy to make friends with
someone like him

4. I would be happy for someone like James to
marry into my family
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Appendix C4
A. Mandarin Version of Knowledge of Autism (KOA) Questionnaire

HH: Fiy: M5l
H4ZBHEE?

BAVEFB R BEN T B, BHMUATHRREFEZHE. MRIRKEFIZHEE
XHY, BEFE R . WRREFZHFREHEN, BERES . BRABEER, iR
IRFTRER R B ENER.

i =)

1 | BERSEHF—TEH.

2. | BRENFEREFNMA

3. | BMEAR T —ARISKAN,

4. | AMERMANTE, BHEFEOITER—RABFHETEER
o

5. | AmMEEAEFESEEFIARIEIE.

6. | ANREMEFESKOERMEFESIPES

.| —EBRFEMENFEURERIENFREBCHEBEI R,

8. | BEAMENFEAVRENNEXARME, B EMRHMA—IN
TEE SR B —IUAR .

9 | AREEAEFEFEIINIEIRFE I WA EHBEE.

10. | nRARTER ERBAENFEE—E, ROUSBLEEME, BFR
BRE—.
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Appendix C5

B. Modified and Mandarin Version of Community Living Attitudes Scale-Intellectual
Disability (CLAS-ID)

HARKRZHME?

“KIEEZHMERIEANKNARZIFTE 2N, MABIASA—#, EFRT
H (WABRKER, BXEES, HFEH, ZARR, BEEESTE) SEMINKLEE
mik. EEFE, —ERRESHNERRSUMNAMNE, FIBR, HILABERS

=

=<J o

BRBENTHFRREFFREGNER. EHH:

1=FEARRE 4=FERER
2=fHE AR S5=HINER
3=TEHAEE 6=FFERE

L | KRN ERNIZEATERET .

2. | MR—DATARSHMELEBEEEER

&,

3. | RERSHMETNAERE ANRE TR
ARSI

4. | REnZHEME T RS EMEEEHERE
E

5 | AMESEWMANESHEENREKRN,
1 (REZHME) NEREETYALER

RAEHNEE,

6. | REFE—NLEMNIHEREEAMSHENE
<EEMN.

7. | BINKREZEENTE TSR RS
BEE

8. | ARMZ M ERMEMERSIFEH R
KERHREERE,

9. | RERZHMERHSZHMIE,

10. | hARZ R ERBHERIFRFOR
DB X MM T

11 | KRS HMENREEATESIAT BN
g

12. | RIS HMERB RN R EEEH
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HIRE

13. | REEZ 1M E o] A= H R TR

14. | KIRZHMEMEA— LA ALE
ro

15 | RNZHME BT UM A AT R
NS

16. | KNS MENIZEEZFRIFAREE,
B A+ X o] BE = X A1 )3E A A A LA

17. | R ZHMENZEEERBEA T Z XK
Htb o] IR GBI AT SR INEE
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Appendix C6

C. Modified and Mandarin Version of Intellectual Disability Literacy Scale (IDLS)

FREUTHFRREFREGNER, #? ﬁ
1=FEAEE 5 =FERE=
2=HIENARE 6=HIENE=R
3=HHARR T=EERR
4= W E

1L | BZERORI AR HMENRER
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SRRE| 5,
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Appendix D1

Activity 1: Perspective-taking Activity

The main learning objective of this activity was to convey each person has different
perspectives in seeing things due to the different formation brain structures in each individual.
Other than that, the second learning objective was to convey there is no right or wrong in
these differences. The activity was conducted by first separating the participants into seven
groups with five to six participants in a group. Next, each group was given six pictures to
discuss what they have seen in those pictures. Then, they were asked to list down what they
have seen by writing it down in the paper, since there could be different images seen by the
participants. The pictures given to the participants would create the effect of an optical
illusion. For example, a picture which contains a frog and a horse, a picture of a young lady
and an old lady, a picture of a human face and a vase, a picture of a duck and a lady. The
activity took around 20 minutes to allow the participants to discuss in their groups. After that,

five minutes were allocated for the facilitator to debrief the activity.

Activity 2: Sensory Overload Obstacle Activity

The learning objective of this activity was to allow the participants to experience how
sensory overload feels like for neurodiverse people. Participants were required to sit in their
groups with their faces facing the front of the classroom. After that, the facilitators distributed
a question paper which consisted of a few math questions to each participant. The purpose of
using math questions was to enable participants to fully concentrate in solving the math
questions. In addition, they were required to answer the math questions individually without
any discussion with their peers. After two minutes, a video was played while the participants
were concentrating answering the math questions. Although the video was playing, it was not

shown to the participants. Thus, participants were only able to listen to the sound of the video.
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Several minutes later, participants were told to stop doing the math questions, and they were
asked to share their feelings of being irritated with the surrounding noises while trying to
focus on doing something. After that, participants were shown the video, which portrayed a
child with autism who was currently experiencing sensory overload. Instead of just showing
the video to the participants to increase their understanding, participants were given the
opportunity to experience being annoyed with a series of unwanted noises. Thus, it was hoped
that this activity would have a greater impact on the participants in terms of increasing their
understanding of how neurodiverse people feel like at times of being sensory overloaded. The

activity took approximately 15 minutes to conduct including a debrief session.

Activity 3: Multiple Intelligence Model Activity

The learning objective of this activity was to convey each person has their strengths
and weaknesses, and these differences should be acknowledged. In this activity, participants
were required to complete a 40-item multiple intelligence test. There were eight sections
which were needed to be done by the participants, and they were also required to compute the
total score for each section to determine which intelligences were strongest for them. The
activity was continued on with the debrief session by explaining to the participants regarding
each section of the multiple intelligence model. The purpose of this was to allow them to
know about their personal strengths and weaknesses. In addition to that, several well-known
individuals who are neurodiverse were also introduced to the participants. The purpose of this
was to allow them to know that despite the fact that they are neurodiverse or they have their
weaknesses, it did not hinder them from contributing to the society or becoming successful,
which implied that they have their strengths as well. This activity took around 30 minutes to

complete including the debrief session.
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Activity 4: Anti-Bullying Activity

The learning objective of this activity was to enhance participants’ empathy by giving
them the opportunity to experience what helplessness, being bullied, and loneliness feels like.
First, all participants were required to form a circle by linking their arms together, and only
one participant was required to volunteer himself or herself to stand in the middle of the circle.
The rule of the activity was the person in the middle of the circle has to find a way to escape
out of the circle, while the rest of the participants have to prevent the person in the middle of
the circle to escape. The person in the middle of the circle was given only two minutes to try
to escape out of the circle. If the person failed to escape within two minutes, another person
has to volunteer to be in the middle of the circle together with the first volunteer. After that,
they were allowed to discuss their strategy to escape the circle together. Once again after two
minutes, the first volunteer may join the rest of the participants. This was to ensure that the
person in the middle of the circle has the experience of being alone and helpless while trying
to escape, being accompanied by another person while trying to escape, and being one of the
people to prevent the person in the middle of the circle to escape. The activity took around 20

minutes to be done including a debrief session.

Activity 5: Obstacle Overcoming Activity

The learning objective of this activity was to promote tolerance, helping behavior and
empathy among students. This activity is also known as a disabled-stimulation activity in
which participants’ hand or leg movements was limited and tied by using raffia strings.
Besides that, some of the participants were blind-folded as well. This was a group activity.
For this activity, post-it notes which contained information about the symptoms of autism,
ADHD, SLD, and tic’s disorder were pasted on the wall of the classroom. Participants’ were

also given four envelopes for each group. The name of a particular disorder was written on
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each envelope, and each envelope represented a particular disorder. Hence, participants’
responsibility was to collect the post-it notes, categorize them accordingly to the disorders,
and put them into the envelope. Twenty-five minutes were allocated for the participants
during this whole process. The interesting part of this activity was that in each group, some of
the participants’ hands were tied together whereas some of the participants’ legs were tied
together. There were also participants whose hands and legs were both tied together, and
some were blind-folded. The reason for this was to encourage the participants to work as a
team in their own group to help each other in the process of collecting the post-it notes, since
it would be difficult or inconvenient for some of them to collect it. For example, participants
with both of their hands and legs may give instructions or directions to those who were blind-
folded to collect the post-it notes while those who were blind-folded may take the role to
collect the post-it notes. The debrief session included a 20-minute explanation of each

disorder. Thus, this activity took approximately 45 minutes to be done.

Activity 6: Video-viewing Session

The learning objective of this session was to provide information regarding the
symptoms of ADHD and the ways to assist people with ADHD. Participants were required to
sit accordingly in their groups. Then, a short video clip about ADHD was shown to the
participants. After that, each group was given three minutes to discuss about the ways which
could be suggested to assist people with ADHD in their daily lives. Each group was given a
chance to share their suggestions to the rest of the participants. After the sharing session
ended, the facilitators then explained about the appropriate ways to assist people with ADHD
during the debrief session. This activity took around ten minutes to be completed including

the debrief session.
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Activity 7: 3R (Regulate, Relate, Reason)

The learning objective of this activity teach the participants regarding the appropriate
ways of helping neurodiverse people. This activity was conducted in the form or a role-play.
The facilitators first acted out a scene to the participants by portraying a meltdown situation
of an individual with autism. Based on this scene, participants were given five minutes to
discuss among their groups on the appropriate ways to help the individual with autism during
a meltdown. After that, they were required to perform a role-play in front of the classroom on
how they would help the individual with autism if they encountered such a situation. Each
group was asked to prepare at least one way to deal with the situation. After all groups have
demonstrated the role-play, the facilitators then provided information about the appropriate
steps to deal with a meltdown situation, which was the 3R (Regulate, Relate, Reason) steps in
a detailed manner with some simple demonstrations to enhance participants’ understanding.

This activity took approximately 45 minutes to complete including a debrief session.

Reflection Session

This session was conducted to give participants an opportunity to share their learning
experiences and thoughts throughout the two-day neurodiversity literacy program. This
session was conducted to refresh participants’ memory of what they have learned from the
program. Participants were required to sit in a big circle, and were encouraged to voluntarily
share their thoughts, experiences, and feelings about the neurodiversity literacy program.
After that, the facilitators briefly summarized the two-day program by highlighting some of
the important information to the participants. Only a short ten minutes were allocated for this

session.
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Appendix D2
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