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ABSTRACT

Literature is always related with the historical background. In any one
period of literature and performance more or less be able to reflect the
prevailing social ideas and people feelings. Han's unique literary works, Yuefu
poetry, is the best characteristics of work to study the Han’s people expression
way. Yuefu poetry contains up to the music feast in the court at the time, down
to the people living documentary. There is a very wide range of topics.

First chapter of the thesis introduce about Han Dynasty Yuefu poetry,
18 songs of Nao. These 18 songs are part of Han dynasty song that usually play
with drum and wind instruments. Its authors are untraceable. These songs are
military music, but the contents of the 18 songs of Nao were rarely related with
the military. As an exception, "Zhan Cheng Nan" was described as the
battlefield of desolation and sorrow, but the other poems were mostly related to
people's lives and feelings about, including praise King, irony, love, friendship
and so on. Therefore, it does reflect the contemporary expression of the people
on the matter and emotional expression.

The second chapter focuses on introducing the the relationship between
politics and literature during Western Han Dynasty. First, is to deal with the
historical background of the Han Dynasty, and made some explanation to
illustrate the environment that creates Han Dynasty Yuefu poetry and these 18
songs. Analyses the historical background of the Han dynasty and explains the
creation of Yuefu poetry as well as the 18 Songs of Nao, will help the
subsequent chapters on content analysis. Qin Dynasty was oppressive, and did

not bring too many special contributions to literature. Early Han Dynasty, the
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government reduces taxation and military service, so the people's livelihood
gradually recovered. At the same time, some literature show scene of vigor.
Yuefu poetry received unprecedented attention at this time, the theme of
content were rich. Most of them are emotional expression and sense that
triggered by their life. At that time, Emperor also involved in creation,
especially Emperor Han Wu collect the folk verse poetry, so that part of the
verse poems can be spread for so long. 18 Songs of Nao first appearance in
Shen Yue's “Book of Song ¢ Li Yue Zhi”. Although the creation time of 18
songs has many controversies, the contents are as rich as Han Dynasty Yuefu
poetry. Most of the poetry are nothing to do with the military, but largely
reflects the people's daily life, can be said that the compose emotion of the
people.

The third and forth chapters are the analysis of 18 songs’ authors and
their creative era from the content. These poems should be the works of writers
and civilians, creation should be the Western Han Dynasty. This is according to
the comparison of historical records and the content of the poem. Thus, with 18
Songs of Nao, we can analyse the lyricism and narrative characteristics of the
Western Han Dynasty.

Then, proceed by the content classification, 18 Songs of Nao perform
distinct characteristics of the Western Han Dynasty. There are expression of
admiration for the great achievements of Emperor from the people; the ironic
poems that show courtiers injustice; the private pleasures, suffering, friendship
betrayal poems; also have profound feelings of love poems. 18 Songs of Nao
are completely rich in types of subjects and contents. Research on these poems
is to analyze how the Western Han people express their emotions and develop

their lyrical characteristics. Also study the poetry in the context of the
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extraordinary narrative skills, and how the authors of these poems integrate in
the narrative and lyrical poetry.
The fifth Chapter is conclusion. In this chapter, the author concluded

the thesis briefly.
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