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ABSTRACT

From the end of the 20 century till the last ten years, mankind has encountered
numerous shocking and horrifying natural catastrophes as well as man-made disasters.
Nature’s ways are difficult to prevent, but man-made disasters are avoidable. The
problem is how to handle various intricate challenges to enable human civilization
continue to flourish and for mankind to maintain honor and dignity.

Needless to say, the ferocity of mankind has made us doubt whether the intrinsic
kind-heartedness of mankind has completely vanished, and wondered whether human
civilization will be destroyed by our own hands. Fortunately, most people have the ability
to self examine and with positive visions. Since ancient time, when encountered by
major disasters, wise men will raise means and ways from their deep concerns and
worries, which they believed could settle the problems. Mencius, like other philosophers
during the Warring State period, had attempted to find remedies for his time. His belief in
expanding human beings’ kind-heartedness, and to implement it in politics, will
eventually lead to the emergence of a Humane Government. | believe, at present
mankind too need to ponder those disastrous incidences, which happened not long ago,
and to seek new remedies and changes, as our era is also filled with distorted moral
values, falsehood, and disputes on what is right or wrong.

I have chosen Mencius’ thoughts on “Ren Zheng”, Humane Government (also
interpreted as Benevolent Policies) as the topic of my research, mainly to explore the
essence of his philosophy and wisdom, and to search for inspiration from his thoughts on

human kind-heartedness, the sense of shamefulness, courtesy and modesty, and

iv



righteousness. Most of all, is to look into the values and practicability of his thoughts, in
contemporary politics.

Chapter 1 is about my motive and purpose to venture into the thoughts and
philosophy of Mencius. As man-made disasters had caused much anxieties and vexations
in recent years, | believe Mencius’ ideas and political concepts for good governance is
beneficial to the rebuilding of moral values, and to bring about humane policies which
are essential in producing social justice, equality, kindness and harmony.

Research areas includes Mencius’ background, his theory on “Goodness in Human
Nature”, “Humane Government”, “People-Based” thoughts, his ambitions and also the
values of his thoughts and its practicability in modern politics.

About literature review, only important resources are chosen and used. As for the
fundamental knowledge of Confucianism and Mencius’ thoughts, resources are from
History of Pre-Qin period, Thoughts and Philosophies. Emphasis is put on Mencius’
thoughts on “Goodness in Human Nature”, as it is the basis of his ideas on “Human
Government”. Short dissertations on specific topics about Mencius’ political, economic
and other aspects are also reviewed.

Research method rely mainly on efforts to expound and analyze the thoughts of
Mencius, with the purpose to discover the core values of his political ideas, and to
determine whether they could be adopted and practiced in contemporary politics.
Research on current social problems is focused on data collecting and analytical

procedures.



Chapter 2 is Mencius’ abridged biography and the historical background of his era,
using the narrative from “Shi Ji” as guideline, which includes Mencius’ travels, his
heritage of Confucianism, his ambitions and the writing of the book “Mencius”.

Chapter 3 expounds the contents of Mencius’ theory on “Goodness in Human
Nature”, the cultural influence of his birth place, his repulsion on ferocious governance
and his ways to cultivate goodness in the heart.

Chapter 4 contains Mencius’ benevolent concepts and the background factors which
led to the emergence of his ideas on Humane Government, and his “people-supreme”
thoughts, the core value of his political ideas.

Chapter 5 is to expound the main concepts of “Humane Government”, for
comparison with the present social phenomena, to emphasize its values in rectifying

social ills and its practicability to counter social challenges.

Key word: “Goodness in Human Nature”, “People-Based”,

“Humane Government”, livelihood , values.
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