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Abstract
A STUDY OF CHINESE NEOLOGISMS IN THE CONTEXT OF COVID-19
HE ZHILEI

(FEIRIHE)

Language is not only a tool of communication, but also a reflection of social
phenomena. Vocabulary is born with the emergence of new social things, new phenomena
and new concepts, and is the most dynamic among the three elements of language
(phonetics, vocabulary and grammar).

After the outbreak of the novel coronavirus, many new epidemic words were derived
and widely used in daily life, assuming the important role of popular science knowledge,
conveying information, expressing emotions and thoughts, and having a great impact on
social life at that time. From the perspective of linguistics, to explain the dynamic changes
of language, it is necessary to record and analyze the changes of vocabulary.

From the perspective of the development of the vocabulary system, the emergence of
epidemic new words has not been a long time. After observation, it is found that among
these epidemic new words, there are discriminatory phenomena that do not conform to the
structure and rules of Chinese word making. As of March 2023, there are 1 academic
dissertation and 9 journal papers on COVID-19 neologisms in mainland China, and these
research results have not made in-depth discussions on the definition, coinage and causes
of COVID-19 neologisms.

This paper takes the epidemic neologism produced in mainland China from
December 2019 to December 2022 as the research object, and combines the theories of
semantic science, semantics, grammatology, rhetoric, pragmatics and sociolinguistics
through comparative analysis, data statistics and chart analysis, macro analysis and micro
investigation. This paper probes into the definition, field distribution, ways of word

making, pragmatic functions and causes of new epidemic words.
ii



The results showed that the proportion of epidemic new words from the field of
social life was the largest, reflecting the people's living conditions under the epidemic.
There are six ways of making new epidemic words: word model, figure of speech, new
meaning of old words, dialect words, contractions, and "combination of numbers, letters,
symbols and Chinese characters". The pragmatic function is embodied in describing the
development of the epidemic situation, focusing on the hot events of the epidemic, and
relieving the psychological pressure of the epidemic. The reasons are the changes of social

life, the development of language itself, and the promotion of Internet media.

Key words: COVID-19  Chinese word formation Chinese new words
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