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ABSTRACT

A SEMANTIC—MORPHOLOGICAL STUDY ON

PSYCHOLOGICAL VERBS IN MODERN CHINESE LANGUAGE

WANG,YONGXUE

This paper focuses on the linguistic phenomenon of combining
morphemes into compound words from a semantic perspective. The paper takes
modern Chinese bisyllabic psychological verbs as the basic corpus, based
on the basic viewpoints of exegetical semantic centrism and semantic
systematics, and focuses on the communication between ancient and modern,
and explores the origin, semantic structure and compound word formation
rules of bisyllabic psychological verbs.

The first chapter of the dissertation is an introduction, which
introduces the research background, research questions, research
objectives, research review and research methods, among which the
research review section reviews the current status of research on
psychological verbs and compound word constructions, respectively.

The definition and classification of psychological verbs is the first
step in the study of modern Chinese psychological verb constructions,

therefore, the second chapter of this paper is set to define and classify



modern Chinese psychological verbs. According to the principle of

defining psychological verbs, 614 bisyllabic psychological verbs are

identified and divided into two categories with reference to the

characteristics of human mental activities: cognitive psychological

verbs and affective psychological verbs, and each category is subdivided

into several subcategories.

The study of the semantic structure of modern Chinese psychological

verbs must examine their lexical features. Through the investigation of

the lexical meaning of modern Chinese psychological verbs, it is found

that there are two main sources of modern Chinese psychological verbs:

one is composed of words whose original meaning is psychological, and the

other is derived from words whose original meaning is not psychological.

Which of these words have the original meaning of psychological verbs?

Which ones are non—psychological? Therefore, the third chapter of this

paper is set to sort out the process of derivation and the ways of word

formation of modern Chinese psychological verbs. There are various ways

to derive the meaning of psychological verbs, and according to the lexical

nature of the root meaning, the main categories are: ordinary verbs derive

from psychological verbs, adjectives derive from psychological verbs, and

nouns derive from psychological verbs, and on this basis, we explain the

word formation chronology, meaning, structure and other characteristics

of bisyllabic psychological verbs formed by these roots. Finally, the



knowledge of cognitive linguistic metaphors is applied to explain the
inner mechanisms and laws of psychological verb derivation, which is
mainly carried out through metaphorical means. The combing of the
derivation of psychological verbs is the basis for the study of their
semantic constructions.

The purpose of this study is to find out how the morphemes of modern
Chinese psychological verbs are combined with each other. What is the
contribution to the expression of word meaning? It is necessary to analyze
the semantic structure of modern Chinese psychological verbs. According
to the lexical characteristics of modern Chinese psychological verbs,
their semantic structure is divided into two layers: one is the “semantic
meaning” layer, which refers to the relationship between the constituents
of compound words, i.e., the relationship between semantic meaning and
semantic meaning; the other is the “semantic meaning—word meaning” layer,
which refers to the relationship between the constituents of compound
words and their semantic meaning. The second is the “semantic—syntactic”
layer, which refers to the relationship between compound word
constituents and compound word meaning, i.e. the relationship between
semantic meaning and word. Then, according to the characteristics of the
grammatical structure of modern Chinese psychological verbs, they are
divided into five categories: parallel, stated-object, subject—-predicate,

dative-medial, and stated—complement; the contents of this chapter

vi



explain that in different grammatical relations and different semantic

relations, the relations between the two semantic senses of modern Chinese

psychological verbs and between the senses of words combined with them

are mainly equivalence, combination and fusion. The analysis of the

semantic structure of modern Chinese psychological verbs is a

prerequisite for the study of their lexical justification, and is a key

part of the search for the lexical justification affecting modern Chinese

psychological verbs.

What are the rules of mutual selection of the morphemes of modern

Chinese psychological verbs? In this chapter, we explore the reasons that

influence the formation of modern Chinese psychological verbs. Chapter

5 analyzes the rationale of modern Chinese psychological verb

constructions from the perspective of semantic class clustering. The

lexical meaning is a system with two states: aggregation and combination,

and the monosyllabic lexical system has a direct influence on the

combination of bisyllabic psychological verb morphemes. Within the same

class cluster, each member is distinguished from the other members by its

own semantic features, and the semantic features and lexical evolution

influence the selection and combination of morphemes. Between different

semantic clusters, word groups are distinguished from each other by their

general semantic features. From the perspective of homology clusters, the

source semantic elements brought about by breeding connoted by

vii



monophthongs have an influence on compound word constructions. The
morphemes of modern Chinese psychological verbs are systematic and
regular in their mutual selection and combination.

Chapter 6 concludes the paper and presents the future prospects.

Keywords: Psychological Verbs in Modern Chinese Language; lexical
derivation; semantic structure; word-forma
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