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Abstract

THE FORMATION AND TRANSFORMATION OF CHINESE
CALLIGRAPHY AESTHETICS OF HIGH TANG PERIOD

HO XIN NI

Various fields in China have shined during High Tang. Among the fields,
there were many calligraphies theoretical works, and the calligraphy aesthetics
contained in it had a profound impact on later generations. This thesis explores
the trend of High Tang’s calligraphy aesthetics through High Tang’s theory, and

then sorts out the context of the calligraphy aesthetics on High Tang’s.

This article starts from the Tang Dynasty that focus on calligraphy era and
tells the story of the Tang Dynasty calligraphy that nurtured with a magnificent
aesthetic spirit under the background of the strong political economy. The
theory of “Tang’s people rules” originated from the respect of “rules” in the
Tang Dynasty. However, the aesthetic thought behind this “rules” was to follow
the rules and break the rules then merge with nature. In addition, the High
Tang’s calligraphy aesthetics also appeared the phenomenon of “calligraphy”
and “personality” combination, which related to the trend of Chinese aesthetics
that emphasize the “personality” and Chinese traditional culture's that

emphasize on the spirit of “people”.

The theory of calligraphy developed vigorously in the Tang Dynasty.
There were representative works from the early Tang Dynasty to the late Tang
Dynasty, and even had a profound influence on later generations. This thesis

research focuses on the book theory works of great master Zhang Huai Guan



and “Shu Shu Fu” by Dou Ji. In addition to the literature research method, this
thesis also uses the comparative method to compare the calligraphy theory in
the early and late High Tang’s Dynasty with the calligraphy theory in the prime
High Tang’s Dynasty, and analyse the aesthetic changes by combing the context
of calligraphy aesthetics. Through the calligraphy of different dynasty, can list
the similarities and differences of High Tang’s dynasty aesthetics, and
appreciate the trend of calligraphy aesthetic thoughts and standards at different

stages of development.

Keyword: High Tang; Chinese calligraphy; aesthetics; Chinese calligraphy’s
aesthetics; transformation
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