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Abstract

Yan Ge Ling is a widely known Chinese-American writer. Her works and name have
come more and more to the forefront of readers' minds. Yan Ge Ling is the author of
the essay collections Bohemian House, African Handbook and Spike's Menagerie.
Compared to the prose of other Chinese-American women writers, Yan Geling's prose
is not prose in the usual sense, but more fictionalized, biographical, and written in the
context of everyday life. In Bohemian House, in addition to recounting her life while
studying in the United States, she also summarizes some speeches to facilitate readers'
understanding of her fiction. In The African Handbook, Yan Geling brings to the
reader the life of herself and her husband, her interactions with people of different
identities, and what the author herself sees and feels. In Spike's Menagerie, the author
uses a novel animal narrative to move from animals to people, revealing a deeper and

broader human nature.

This essay analyses the narrative of daily life in Yan Geling's essays collection from

the perspective of daily life and is divided into four main sections.

The first part, the introduction, focuses on the current status of Yan Geling's research
and points out the innovation of this thesis, discussing the background and motivation
of the study, the scope and objectives of the study, as well as the current status of Yan

Geling's prose narrative and research methods.



The second part of the thesis starts from the style of daily writing in prose and
explores the style of Yan Ge Ling's prose in different periods, thus summarizing the

characteristics of the author's mentality in the three prose collections.

The third part of the thesis focuses on Yan Geling's strategies of writing about daily
life in prose, and explains the writing strategies in Yan Geling's prose by examining
the alternate use of different personae in prose and the interplay between short stories

and prose.

The fourth part of this thesis looks at the influence of regional differences on the
writing of daily life in prose, and summarizes the value of women and human
concerns in Yan Geling's prose by examining the ups and downs and struggles of
characters in the prose from a female perspective and the writer's construction of her

own image in prose.

Because the importance of daily life is the celebration and affirmation of the value of
daily life, from drifting in America to living with her husband in Africa to writing
about animals when she remembers her childhood, her prose at different stages has a
distinctly lived-in atmosphere. Compared to Yan Geling's novels, in which she speaks
with a unique female perspective and compassionate sentiment, her prose is more
authentic and direct, and this thesis argues that her prose is more like a supplement to

her novels. The prose's ornate rhetoric and simple coexistence invites empathy and



deep thought. The warm reflections on immigration, race, women, self-life, animals,
and human concern are all part of the writer's aspiration for truth, goodness and

beauty.

Keywords: Daily Life Narrative ; Essay ; Human Concern; Yan Ge Ling.
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	关于散文，严歌苓仅出版过描写自己留学经历的《波西米亚楼》（29篇散文）�、描述非洲生活的《非洲手记》
	本论文从中国知网（CNKI），检索“严歌苓”可搜获2353篇论文，其中硕士论文共363篇，博士论文共
	在战争书写方面，如郭剑卿（2015）在其论文中以张爱玲的散文《烬余录》、小说《封锁》和《倾城之恋》三
	乡村和城市的交织方面，如殷宇虹（2013）硕士学位论文中指出乡村和城市是王安忆日常生活书写的主要审美
	综上所述，目前学者对美籍华人女作家散文的研究主题集中在移民、家庭、身份认同方面。从日常生活书写角度的
	第五节 研究的问题意识
	第六节 研究方法
	第七节 研究价值
	第二章 不同时期散文中日常生活书写风格
	第一节“留美”时期的沉郁
	本节将从严歌苓赴美留学的经历入手着重研究其散文集《波西米亚楼》。散文是个人和时代的结合，一切皆从作者
	刘勰曾说“龙凤以藻绘呈瑞，虎豹以炳蔚凝姿；云霞雕色，有逾画工之妙；草木贲华，无待锦匠之奇。夫岂外饰，
	情节性叙事是作者从自己的思想感情倾向出发对生活现象加以组织的结果，其中体现着作者的主观能动。�《失落
	倒装叙述是正文中的时间叙述不按先后次序进行，有时叙述比过去时段中更早的事件或者在现在事件叙述中回溯叙
	总而言之，严歌苓自然的情节叙事，倒装叙述、平行叙述以及交错叙述的运用让日常生活不再乏味。离家的游子在
	第二节“旅非”时期的自然
	不同于留美时期的迷惘，《非洲手记》的创作心态似乎更加豁然。家庭是日常生活最主要的组织者和调控者。�也
	散文语言的装饰性在每个作家笔下呈现不同的风格，大致可以分成两个趋势:一是繁文以求典丽，一是简文以求隽
	“我发现这是一种极难领略到的美境，潜入水中。仰脸便能看见深桃红色的花瓣，盖子一样覆在水面，低头示意池
	以上引文字里行间充斥着欣喜和乐趣，它所要表达的意思是热带的风景热烈而浓郁。严歌苓在描景状物时，用到深
	除此之外本论文认为严歌苓散文语言的“简”体现在她散文中多写到内心独白，这些独白是作家富有哲理的反思和
	语言对风格的影响还体现在严歌苓在散文中表达对人情世事的洞察。日常生活的总特征是自在性和自然性。�在日
	文学风格的形成原因其中一方面是，作家生存的社会环境和时代特征以及所面对的特定的文化心理积淀。�从祖国
	结语
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