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ABSTRACT

The novel Jin Ping Mei describe the polygamy marriage life of Ximen
Qing and all his wives. Polygamy is the general practice of the ancient and old
marriage patterns in the history of mankind. Therefore, Ximen Qing, a rich
man who live in the late Ming period has a wife and five concubines. Wu
Yueniang, who born in the courtiers is Ximen Qing’s first wife. Ximen Qing’s
five concubines are ex-prostitutes Li Jiao’er, wealthy widow Meng Yulou, the
maidservant of Chen’s dowry Sun Xue’er, Wu Da’s ex-wife Pan Jinlian, and
also Hua Zixu’s ex-wife Li Ping’er. The reasons of a man marrying his wife
and concubines are the responsibility of parenthood, the physical pleasure, and
also about the family of prominent. Other than women at home, Ximen Qing
also has others women from different status. Why Ximen Qing wife and
concubines are willing to join the complication polygamy family? Well, their
reasons are mostly about the guarantee of economic status. They found that
they marry to this polygamist, their lives will be more secure compare to
marrying with other men. As their husband Ximen Qing marry with different
status of women, a complicate interpersonal relationship of a feudal family is
shown. So, the psychological violence appeare in the marital life of Ximen

Qing and his wife as well as his concubines.

“The Psychological Violence in Marital Life of Jin Ping Mei” is the
title of this thesis. In the first chapter, | will try to summarize the research

results from certain researchers monograph and papers. This chapter will also



explain the motives of research, value of research, scope of research, review of
previous researches, the expect breakthrough of research and the research

method.

The second chapter is to explore what is the meaning of
“Psychological Violence”. What the sociologists say about the definition, the
behavioral of psychological violence, the trauma of the psychological violence,

and how to prevent this kind of violence will bring together in this chapter.

In the third chapter, | analyzed the type of language abuse in Ximen
Qing’s family. Ximen Qing, his wife and concubines who come from different
status and different social background use language as a form of weapon to
attack each other. The type of language abuse in between them are discount
type, cover-up type, obstacles and transfer type, trivial and superficial type,

evaluation and criticism type, threatening type and also abusive type.

The fourth chapter is to analyze about the mental torture on action in
Ximen Qing’s family. The type of mental torture on action in between Ximen
Qing and all the wives including control actions and manipulate, subject to
sexual life of emotional abuse, and also including ignore or deny each other’s
feelings and ideas. This kind of psychological violence directly or indirectly
resulting other in pain, anger, fear, disgust, anxiety, sadness and other complex

emotions.

Vi



The fifth chapter is to analyze the mentality of Ximen Qing’s family on
how to face the psychological violence. The reasons cause them to remain
silent behind the psychological violence including the social and cultural
default, to protect their reputation and silence is the termination of violence
myth. All the silent ways are ambiguity of silence, dependence silencing, fate

acceptance, concealing, tolerance and also silence of fantasy.

Chapter six, “Silence is not gold” is the conclusion of this thesis.
Psychological violence not only cause Ximen Qing's family lose a proper
sense of security, but also drive them to make the wrong behavior and
seriously affect their physical and mental health. Therefore, the psychological
violence is a kind of invisible violence which is difficult to realize, mainly to
gruel someone’s physical and mental health and it is also a serious social

problem.
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