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Abstract

The Revealing Original State of Olfficialdom is a condemnatory novel written by
Li Bao Jia in the late Qing Dynasty. The novel is mainly about the officialdom in the
late Qing Dynasty, and the main characters covered in the officialdom story are
officials at all levels in the late Qing Dynasty. Taking interests as the clue, the novel
tells the story of various characters running for their own interests in the officialdom
in the late Qing Dynasty. During this period, there are a lot of violations of Qing laws
in the process and result of pursuing interests. The Qing dynasty was a centralized
ruling structure, and the laws were based on the Ming laws. As the last generation of
feudal dynasties in Chinese history, the law of the late Qing Dynasty was one of the
most complete and well thought out masterpieces of the Chinese feudal dynasty
period. The rulers of the early Qing Dynasty paid particular attention to the
punishment of corrupt officials in their guiding ideology of legislation. However, even
with such a complete and strict law regulating the behavior of officials and people,
stories of officials violating the law in novels are still endless. In order to investigate
the above phenomenon, this paper takes Revealing Original State of Officialdom as a
text to explore the culture of rule of law in the late Qing Dynasty.

First, the concept of rule of law culture referenced in this paper is identified, as
well as the legal texts of the late Qing Dynasty to which reference is made. By
comparing the stories in the novel with the Statutes and Regulations of Qing Dynasty,
the types of legal phenomena present in the novel are explored and the types of legal

phenomena sorted out are analyzed.



Secondly, through the types of legal phenomena analyzed, it is found that the
legal phenomena existing in the novel mainly focus on the officials in the late Qing
Dynasty. Thus, in the next section, this paper focuses on analyzing the norms of the
rights of officials in the late Qing Dynasty and analyzing the presentation of officials'
rights in the novel in combination with the story of the novel.

Once again, it analyzes the legal practices existing in the novel, and finds that the
official team in the late Qing Dynasty has serious phenomena such as officials
protecting each other, corruption and bribery, and not doing anything for the officials,
to the extent that there are laws that are not complied with. Then, according to the
legal phenomenon and legal practice analyzed above, the effectiveness and limitations
of the Statutes and Regulations of Qing Dynasty are analyzed.

Finally, according to the previous analysis, the impact of corrupt officials on the
construction of China's rule of law is elaborated, and then the applicable suggestions
for the construction of the rule of law culture in contemporary China are put forward,

so as to provide advice for the construction of China's rule of law.

Key words: Revealing Original State Of Officialdom legal phenomenon,

official power law rule of law culture
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