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Abstract

As time goes, Cantonese wedding customs have undergone significant
changes. In this study, the author would like to explore the inheritance and
transformation of Cantonese wedding customs from the Republic of China era
to current Cantonese society in Ipoh through comparative analysis. By
interviewing Dai Kam (wedding specialists) in Ipoh, the author found that the
wedding rituals, gifts, and taboos still being practiced in contemporary Ipoh
society. Additionally, author also managed to determine whether modern
Cantonese wedding customs in Ipoh exhibit the three core characteristics of folk

culture: collectivity, continuity, and patterning.

During the Republic of China era, Cantonese weddings retained five out
of the six traditional rites (“Six Rites”), but in modern Ipoh, only traces of three
rites remain. Wedding ceremonies have also been simplified, reduced from 11
steps in the Republic era to only 9 steps today. Whereas, modern Cantonese
people in Ipoh still insisted on giving tangible gifts instead of cash envelopes,
placing great importance on the symbolism and quantity of the gifts. The most
significant differences between the two eras lie in the types and quantities of
dowry items. As for taboos, modern Cantonese in Ipoh are less rigid, and the

main purpose of taboos has shifted to preventing misfortune.

The transmission and adaptation of modern Cantonese wedding customs
in Ipoh are largely attributed to the efforts of the Dai Kam. Based on the needs
of modern Cantonese people in Ipoh, the Dai Kam have made adjustments to
traditional customs, creating a new set of shared and collectively developed folk

practices.



Additionally, the author uses analytical methods to determine the social
characteristics of modern Cantonese in Ipoh and the social functions of
traditional wedding customs. Modern Cantonese people in Ipoh have a strong
belief in the mystical power of ancestors and Feng Shui, value auspicious
symbolism and face, and exhibit a pronounced patriarchal mindset. Traditional
weddings remain popular, as they help facilitate identity transitions, provide
opportunities for gathering with family and friends, and expand social networks.
Most importantly, the wedding ceremony serves as a way to inform deceased

ancestors, seeking their blessings for marital happiness and family prosperity.

Finally, the difference between matchmakers and Dai Kam is also a key
point of discussion in this study. Many people confuse these two roles, often
conflating mei ren po (matchmakers) and Dai Kam jie (wedding specialists). In
fact, both roles have existed since the Zhou Dynasty but serve entirely different
functions. Matchmakers acted as intermediaries in arranged marriages in feudal
society, while Dai Kam are hosts who assist with and officiate wedding

ceremonies.

Key words: Ipoh  Guangfu marriage ~ matchmaker ~ Dai Kam  social
functions of marriage

Subject Area: GT2400-3390.5 Customs relative to private life
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