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ABSTRACT

Since its inception, The Dream of the Red Chamber has seen abundant research on
the character of Lin Daiyu. However, previous studies have focused on classic plot
points, with few providing a comprehensive analysis of Daiyu's interpersonal
relationships. Additionally, there has been limited research using theatrical theory to
study Lin Daiyu; only a few journal articles have touched on this, and there has been no
systematic study.

This paper is based on Erving Goffman's theory of self-presentation in everyday
life. Through the analysis of Daiyu's roles in her daily interpersonal interactions, it
explores her behavioral motivations and self-presentation in social interactions.
Specifically, it examines her relationships on stage, including familial, friendship,
romantic, and master-servant relationships, as well as her roles off stage, such as past-
life roles, parent-child relationships, teacher-student relationships, monologues, and
how she is discussed by others. This comprehensive examination of Lin Daiyu's self-
identity reveals a well-rounded portrayal of her character.

Through this study, the image of Lin Daiyu presented on stage is revealed as
follows: towards her elders, she does not seek to ingratiate herself; in friendships, she is
humble, considerate, and values deep emotional bonds; in love, she pursues a soulmate
connection; towards her servants, she is compassionate and respectful. The off-stage

relationships, including her past-life roles, parent-child, and teacher-student



relationships, influence her on-stage image. Her monologues represent her inner world,
while others often criticize her for being sharp-tongued, frail, and not socially adept.
These criticisms reflect certain aspects of her on-stage presentation, show casing her
authenticity and her steadfast adherence to her true self. Additionally, The image of
Daiyu is a projection of the ideal personality of the literati represented by Cao Xuegin
in the early Qing Dynasty.

This paper attempts to explore the character of Lin Daiyu from a relatively new
perspective of performance theory. The limitations of this study lie in the author's
limited personal experience and understanding of human nature, which necessitates a
deeper comprehension of Daiyu's character. In the future, | hope to apply this theory to
study more complex characters or to analyze specific interpersonal situations within the

book.

Key words: The Dream of the Red Chamber; Lin Daiyu; Cao Xueqin; Goffman;
Theater performance

Subject Area: PL2250-3208 Chinese Literature
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