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Abstract

Li #L (Rites, rituals of propriety) plays a significant role in the crumbling practice of
ceremony and propriety in the Spring-and-Autumn period which dominates the thoughts
of the Western Zhou Dynasty and affects even the Spring-and-Autumn period itself. It is
generally thought that the Eastern Zhou Dynasty was a time of conflict, and it is relatively
related to the neglect of Li #L. Thus, the study of the violated ritual propriety of ancient
books may truly reflect their thoughts regarding “Li #L” and the concerns it holds for
society in its various facets.

Zuozhuan £ f% is one of the most important sources for understanding the history of
the Spring and Autumn Period which elucidates the statement of Li #L and Fei Li 3F
AL.The family is seen as the basic unit of society. Therefore, the study of a family which

violates ritual propriety in family relationships may reveal some of the causes that bring
social upheaval.

Hence, this paper is trying to grasp the profundities which are contrary to Li in
family relationships. The family relationships which are involved are father and son, elder
and younger brothers, husband and wife. On the whole, these three relationships and

violated ritual propriety will be the main focus throughout the discussion.

The Introduction talks about the character of Li as a cultural sprite in the Zhou
Dynasty, and it’s relationship with family and the primary concern. Apart from this, virtue
ethics of Zuozhuan in family relationships is also studied.

The First Chapter focuses on husband and wife relationships which is the only

statement of Fei Li 3E4L in family relationships. The study finds that it is more of a



requisition issued to a woman. In between, | found that there is no statement of Fei Li 3F
AL pointed to father and son, elder and younger brother relationships. However, it does
have indirect textual criticism. Thus, these relationships have different criteria depending
on the circumstances.

The Second Chapter is tries to clarify the text which is related to “ Li #L” of family
relationships in “Zuozhuan”. The family ideals and cultural values which comprises
“pbenevolence #&”, “filial piety ”, “Love % ”, “Respect #{”, “harmony #1”,

“gentleness Z2” is analyzed to discover it’s essential features.

The Third Chapter is a comprehensive topic discussing the last two previous
chapters. No doubt, from historic records, some of the arguments in family relationships
are caused by violated ritual propriety in husband and wife relationships. Aside from that,
it also discusses about the righteousness in conflict of family relations.

Lastly, | try drawing the conclusion of family ethics in the Spring-and-Autumn
Period from what has been discussed above. In addition, the deep implication of violated
virtual propriety also studied. Taking into account, main features and spirit of the family
as a human culture in Spring-and-Autumn, the precise condition of society is studied. In
Conclusion, this paper tries to frame out the intrinsic worth of family relationships with

an adverse perspective in the Spring and Autumn Period.

The main contribution of this paper intends to explore Zuozhuan on family ethics.
However, the vastness of the scope explained by Zuozhuan does not allow me to grasp the
background of Zuozhuan”, the interpretation of the meaning of words or the complexity

of family relationships in this period.
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propriety.
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